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WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH  

IN PERSON AND ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE 

We welcome you to worship with us!  We hope you will experience the grace 

and peace of God’s love present with you.  For more information, please contact 

us by email or phone, or by visiting our Facebook page, or at our website,  

                           www.ctkvestal.org. 

 

ABOUT OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Worship this morning will be both in person and simultaneously online via Zoom with a live feed 

to Facebook. The Worship Service follows the pattern of Gather-Word-Meal-Sending. It will 

include the distribution of communion on-site and the sending of communion to those who are not 

able to join us in person. Please contact the church office to let us know if you would like 

communion served to you at home. 

 

OFFERINGS 

You may present your offering to God for the work of God through Christ the King Lutheran 

Church online via our website at www.ctkvestal.org and clicking on the “Give Now” button, by 

leaving it at the church, or by mail. 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP GUIDELINES AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS 

Christ the King Leadership Team has adopted a series of safety protocols. Due to the ongoing 

pandemic, we are following CDC guidelines for Broome County. When the risk for our county is 

high, we ask all in-person worshippers to wear a mask regardless of vaccination status for the 

safety of everyone. Thank you for your understanding. Sanitizing stations are available in the 

narthex. 

 

ZOOM ONLINE OR FACEBOOK LIVE 

Joining worship by Zoom online or Facebook Live gives you an opportunity to participate in the 

live worship service. You may share prayer requests in the chat feature on Zoom or comments on 

Facebook Live. 

 

ABOUT CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Christ the King is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.  We are called by Christ to care for, 

love, understand, and listen to each other.  All are welcome, regardless of race, age, gender and 

gender identities, marital status, physical and mental abilities, sexual orientations, national origin, 

or economic status.  We celebrate together our unity as God’s people, committed to being a 

radically loving and welcoming community of faith, centered in the Good News of Jesus 

Christ.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Christ the King is a place for all to discover and develop 

their God-given gifts and share them with the world. 

 

If you desire Pastoral Care or have a Pastoral Emergency, please contact the Church Office at 

607-729-2688 and leave a message.  Your message will be automatically forwarded.  Our Pastor 

and team of caring ministers will respond to your call.  You may also call the Pastor directly. 

http://www.ctkvestal.org/
http://www.ctkvestal.orga/
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GATHERING 

+ Please stand as you are able 

 

Prelude       

       

Welcome  

 

+ Blessing of Palms 

The congregation raises their branches. 

 

Leader: Lord God, loving savior and rescuer, you deserve our worship, our love and our  

  devotion, because you have entered our broken world, You have joined us on our  

  journey of pain and pleasure, of sorrow and joy and have given us access to life eternal  

  and abundant. 

All: We lift our voices to praise you, O God. 

 

Leader: We celebrate your coming to us, not with political power or military might, not with  

  glamour or fame or wealth, but in humility and love, gently and with compassion, that 

  God might be reconciled with all the world. 

All: We lift our voices to praise You, O God. 

 

The congregation raises their branches. 

 

Leader:  We lift our voices and praise you, O God.  We ask you to bless these branches and  

    those who carry them.  As you send us out to be your people, your holy Church, help 

    us to follow Jesus in the way of the cross. Remind us that in baptism we are joined to 

    his death and resurrection and we live in you, as we invite and serve the whole  

    creation in Jesus’ most powerful and holy name! 

All:   Amen! 

 

+ Gathering Hymn          All Glory, Laud, and Honor   ELW No. 344  

 

Refrain 

 All glory, laud, and honor 

 to you, redeemer, king, 

 to whom the lips of children 

 made sweet hosannas ring. 

 

1 You are the king of Israel 

 and David's royal Son, 

 now in the Lord's name coming, 

 our King and Blessed One.  Refrain 
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2 The company of angels  

 are praising you on high; 

 creation and all mortals  

 in chorus make reply.   

 

Refrain 

 All glory, laud, and honor 

 to you, redeemer, king, 

 to whom the lips of children 

 made sweet hosannas ring. 

 

3 The multitude of pilgrims 

 with palms before you went; 

 our praise and prayer and anthems 

 before you we present.  Refrain 

 

4 To you, before your passion, 

 they sang their hymns of praise. 

 To you, now high exalted, 

 our melody we raise.  Refrain 

 

5 Their praises you accepted; 

 accept the prayers we bring, 

 great author of all goodness, 

 O good and gracious King.  Refrain 

 
Text: Theodulph of Orleans, 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 

 

+ Confession 

Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 

 who journeys with us these forty days, 

 and sustains us with the gift of grace. 

All: Amen. 

 

Leader: Let us acknowledge before God and one another 

 our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Leader: Holy God, 

All: we confess to you our faults and failings. 

 Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 

 we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 

 we spoil rather than steward your creation; 

 we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 

 we choose fear over compassion. 

 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

 as we seek to follow in your way of life. 

 Amen. 

  

+ Words of Assurance 

Leader: Hear the good news: 

 God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 

 so that all may receive life. 

 This promise is for you! 

 God embraces you with divine mercy, 

 forgives you in Christ’s name, 

 and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

All: Amen.  

 

+ Greeting 

Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

 

+ Prayer of the Day (in unison) 

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus 

Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable 

us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his 

resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

WORD 

First Reading                    Isaiah 50:4-9a 
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Reading of the Psalm (responsively)                   Psalm 31:9-16 

 
9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; 

 my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 

  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my 

  acquaintances; when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 

 I am as useless as a broken pot. 
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 

 they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. 

 I have said, “You are my God. 
15My times are in your hand; 

 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
16Let your face shine upon your servant; 

 save me in your steadfast love.” 

 

Second Reading                               Philippians 2:5-11 
 

+ Gospel Acclamation  

Christ humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 

cross. Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 

above ev’ry name. (Phil. 2:8-9) 

 

+ Gospel Reading               Matthew 27:11-54 

 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter 27, verses 11 through 54. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

After the reading:   

 Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.   All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                                   Pastor Tom Olsen 
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+ Hymn of the Day     Were You There           ELW No. 353, vs. 1-2, 5 

 

1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 

5 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 

Text: African American spiritual 

 

+ The Nicene Creed (in unison) 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

During the prayers, worshippers are invited to lift up prayers, wherever they are, and by the 

posting of your prayer on Zoom Chat or Facebook, for the people, places and situations for which 

we are thankful or are in need of prayer.  

 

We will pray following the petition bidding style: 

 

Each petition concludes, “God of grace…” 

to which the congregation responds, “…hear our prayer.” 

 

+ The Peace   

In an act of unity, blessing, and reconciliation, we greet one another with the Peace of Christ. 

(Matthew 5:23-24). For safety reasons during this time of Covid-19, the peace is shared by 

uttering words of peace, by gesturing with hands or by bowing. 

 

Leader: Be kind to one another, and tenderhearted forgiving one another, 

  as God in Christ has forgiven you.  The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

Our Offerings are Gathered 

Our worship is complete when we bring all of our resources to receive God’s blessing and fulfill 

God’s purpose.  In joyous gratitude, we bring more than money; we bring ourselves, our time and 

our talent as an offering to God. Please take a moment to offer yourself anew to God.  You are 

also invited to present an offering to God for the work of God’s mission through Christ the King 

by giving online at www.ctkvestal.org and clicking the “Give Now” button, by leaving your 

offering at church, or by mail.  For those present in the sanctuary, you may leave your offering in 

the offering plate as you exit the sanctuary. 

 

Offertory             Lamb of God        Corina Allen 

            (by Twila Paris)     Christy Banner 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ctkvestal.org/
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Offering Prayer (in unison) 

God of good gifts, 

receive these and all our offerings 

as we present them in faithful service 

for the sake of your gospel. 

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 

as you pour out your very presence 

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 

All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

The thanksgiving continues with the proper preface… “and join their unending hymn.” 

 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

 God of pow’r and might, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

 

The Words of Institution 

 

The Lord's Prayer (in unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

 

Distribution of Communion 
We go to the table to encounter the body and blood of the living Christ in bread and wine, through 

which faith is nourished and sins are forgiven.   Please proceed to the altar through the center aisle 

where you will receive a piece of bread from a worship leader. Then proceed to one of the chalice 

bearers and dip your bread in the wine (silver chalice) or grape juice (glass chalice).  In addition to 

bread, we have a gluten free station. Should you prefer gluten free, please proceed directly to the 

station to the right of the baptismal font when you come forward.  

 

Communion Song        Ah, Holy Jesus           ELW No. 349, vs. 1-2, 5  

 

1 Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended 

 that we to judge thee have in hate pretended?  

 By foes derided, by thine own rejected,  

 O most afflicted.  

 

2 Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? 

 Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.  

 'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;  

 I crucified thee.  

 

5 Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, 

 I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee; 

 think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, 

 not my deserving. 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt. 

 
Communion 

Please hold your bread and cup until all have been served and then we will commune together. 

 

+ Prayer after Communion (in unison)  

Embodied God, 

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 

empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 

and touch the world with your love. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 

+ Sending Hymn   Beneath the Cross of Jesus     ELW No. 338 
 

1 Beneath the cross of Jesus 

 I long to take my stand; 

 the shadow of a mighty rock 

 within a weary land, 

 a home within a wilderness, 

 a rest upon the way, 

 from the burning of the noontide heat 

 and burdens of the day. 

 

2 Upon the cross of Jesus, 

 my eye at times can see 

 the very dying form of one 

 who suffered there for me. 

 And from my contrite heart, with tears, 

 two wonders I confess: 

 the wonder of his glorious love 

 and my unworthiness. 

 

3 I take, O cross, your shadow 

 for my abiding place; 

 I ask no other sunshine than 

 the sunshine of his face; 

 content to let the world go by, 

 to know no gain nor loss, 

 my sinful self my only shame, 

 my glory all, the cross. 

 
Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869 

 

Announcements 

 

+ Blessing 

Leader: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod bless,  

 strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 

All: Amen. 

 

Postlude               
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Looking Ahead:  

 

Saturday, April 8   Men’s Group at 9:00 AM 

 

Sunday, April 9  Easter Sunday 

    No Service at CTK 

 

Thursday, April 13  Leadership Team Meeting at 6:30 PM 

 

Saturday, April 15  Men’s Group at 9:00 AM 

 

Sunday, April 16  Worship with Communion at CTK at 10:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

   Christ the King Lutheran Church Staff and Leadership 

Church Office Number: (607) 729-2688 

mail@ctkvestal.org 

www.ctkvestal.org 

 

 

Transitional Pastor: Rev. Jeff Bohan 

Church Administrator:  Marsha Pulz              

Music Director:  

Sexton:  Gary Robertson 

 

Leadership Team 

Co-Presidents:  David Banner and Len Lindenmuth 

Secretary:  Rich Lindstrom 

Treasurer:  Tammy Gow 

Kathy Leonard, John Lurenz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parts of our liturgy today are from SundaysandSeasons.com copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License #SBL15534.   Parts of our liturgy are adapted from Worship Design Studio 

by permission.  The Lenten themes are from the Worship Design Studio. 

Songs reprinted with permission under One License A717-929. All rights reserved. 

mailto:mail@ctkvestal.org
http://www.ctkvestal.org/

