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WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH  

IN PERSON AND ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE 

We welcome you to worship with us!  We hope you will experience the grace 

and peace of God’s love present with you.  For more information, please contact 

us by email or phone, or by visiting our Facebook page, or at our website,  

                           www.ctkvestal.org. 

 

ABOUT OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Worship this morning will be both in person and simultaneously online via Zoom with a live feed 

to Facebook. The Worship Service follows the pattern of Gather-Word-Meal-Sending. It will 

include the distribution of communion on-site and the sending of communion to those who are not 

able to join us in person. Please contact the church office to let us know if you would like 

communion served to you at home. 

 

OFFERINGS 

You may present your offering to God for the work of God through Christ the King Lutheran 

Church online via our website at www.ctkvestal.org and clicking on the “Give Now” button, by 

leaving it at the church, or by mail. 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP GUIDELINES AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS 

Christ the King Leadership Team has adopted a series of safety protocols. Due to the ongoing 

pandemic, we are following CDC guidelines for Broome County. When the risk for our county is 

high, we ask all in-person worshippers to wear a mask regardless of vaccination status for the 

safety of everyone. Thank you for your understanding. Sanitizing stations are available in the 

narthex. 

 

ZOOM ONLINE OR FACEBOOK LIVE 

Joining worship by Zoom online or Facebook Live gives you an opportunity to participate in the 

live worship service. You may share prayer requests in the chat feature on Zoom or comments on 

Facebook Live. 

 

ABOUT CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Christ the King is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.  We are called by Christ to care for, 

love, understand, and listen to each other.  All are welcome, regardless of race, age, gender and 

gender identities, marital status, physical and mental abilities, sexual orientations, national origin, 

or economic status.  We celebrate together our unity as God’s people, committed to being a 

radically loving and welcoming community of faith, centered in the Good News of Jesus 

Christ.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Christ the King is a place for all to discover and develop 

their God-given gifts and share them with the world. 

 

If you desire Pastoral Care or have a Pastoral Emergency, please contact the Church Office at 

607-729-2688 and leave a message.  Your message will be automatically forwarded.  Our Pastor 

and team of caring ministers will respond to your call.  You may also call the Pastor directly. 

http://www.ctkvestal.org/
http://www.ctkvestal.orga/
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GATHERING 

+ Please stand as you are able 

 

Prelude       

       

Welcome  

 

Advent Candle Lighting - Candle of Love 

“May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus…”  (Romans 15:4-13) 

 

“This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in 

the wilderness:  Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”  (Matthew 3:1-12) 

 

Leader: Today we light the second candle of The Advent Season, the candle of Love. 

 Let us pray: 

All: Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. 

 You fasten righteousness around your waist 

 and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. 

 Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, 

 and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare. 

 We ask that peace abound, 

 until none hurt or destroy over all the earth. 

 Amen. 

 

Advent Candle Song     Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah     ELW No. 240, vs. 2 
 

2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 

 gently lead them homeward. 

 
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 

Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

+ Confession 

 

Leader: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

 who alone does wondrous things. 

All: Blessed be God’s name forever. 

 Amen. 
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Leader: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 

 Let us confront our sins, 

 and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Leader: God of new beginnings, 

All: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

 We have strayed from your paths. 

 We prepare for war instead of peace. 

 We dishonor one another and your creation. 

 Purify us with your refining fire 

 and set us again on your way of love, 

 that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

 and welcome your coming among us. 

 Amen. 

  

+ Words of Assurance 

Leader: People of God, 

 a new thing is growing in our midst, 

 a tender branch, 

 a living sign. 

 By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

 You have put on Christ, 

 and your sins have been washed away. 

 Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

+ Gathering Hymn     On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  ELW No. 249 

 

1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

 announces that the Lord is nigh; 

 awake and hearken, for he brings 

 glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; 

 make straight the way for God within, 

 and let us all our hearts prepare 

 for Christ to come and enter there. 

 

3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord, 

 our refuge and our great reward; 

 without your grace we waste away 

 like flow'rs that wither and decay. 
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4 Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, 

 and make us rise to fall no more; 

 oh, let your face upon us shine 

 and fill the world with love divine. 

 

5 All praise to you, eternal Son, 

 whose advent has our freedom won, 

 whom with the Father we adore, 

 and Holy Spirit, evermore. 

 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite 

 

+ Greeting 

Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

 

+ Prayer of the Day (in unison) 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 

nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

 

WORD 

First Reading                           Isaiah 11:1-10 

 

Psalm (responsively)            Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

 
1Give the king your justice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

 2that he may rule your people righteously 

  and the poor with justice; 

 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 

  and the hills, in righteousness. 

 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 

  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 

 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 

  from one generation to another. 

 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 

  like showers that water the earth. 
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 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 

  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

 18Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; 

  you alone do wondrous deeds! 

 19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 

  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.  

 

Second Reading                                Romans 15:4-13 

 

+ Gospel Acclamation  

Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord. All flesh shall see the salvation of 

God. Alleluia. (Luke 3:4, 6) 

 

+ Gospel Reading                                 Matthew 3:1-12 

 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter 3, verses 1 through 12. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

After the reading:   

 Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.   All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                            Rich Lindstrom 

 

+ Hymn of the Day        Comfort, Comfort Now My People    ELW No. 256 

 
1 "Comfort, comfort now my people; 

 tell of peace!" So says our God. 

 Comfort those who sit in darkness 

 mourning under sorrow's load. 

 To God's people now proclaim 

 that God's pardon waits for them! 

 Tell them that their war is over; 

 God will reign in peace forever. 

 

2 For the herald's voice is crying 

 in the desert far and near, 

 calling us to true repentance, 

 since the reign of God is here. 

 Oh, that warning cry obey! 

 Now prepare for God a way. 

 Valleys, rise to greet the Savior; 

 hills, bow down in humble favor. 
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3 Straight shall be what long was crooked, 

 and the rougher places plain. 

 Let your hearts be true and humble, 

 as befits God's holy reign. 

 For the glory of the Lord 

 now on earth is shed abroad, 

 and all flesh shall see the token 

 that God's word is never broken. 
 

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

 

+ The Apostles Creed (in unison) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

During the prayers, worshippers are invited to lift up prayers, wherever they are, and by the 

posting of your prayer on Zoom Chat or Facebook, for the people, places and situations for which 

we are thankful or are in need of prayer.  

 

We will pray following the petition bidding style: 

 

Each petition concludes, “God of grace…” 

to which the congregation responds, “…hear our prayer.” 
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+ The Peace   

In an act of unity, blessing, and reconciliation, we greet one another with the Peace of Christ. 

(Matthew 5:23-24). For safety reasons during this time of Covid-19, the peace is shared by 

uttering words of peace, by gesturing with hands or by bowing. 

 

Leader: Be kind to one another, and tenderhearted forgiving one another, 

  as God in Christ has forgiven you.  The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

 

 

MEAL 

Our Offerings are Gathered 

Our worship is complete when we bring all of our resources to receive God’s blessing and fulfill 

God’s purpose.  In joyous gratitude, we bring more than money; we bring ourselves, our time and 

our talent as an offering to God. Please take a moment to offer yourself anew to God.  You are 

also invited to present an offering to God for the work of God’s mission through Christ the King 

by giving online at www.ctkvestal.org and clicking the “Give Now” button, by leaving your 

offering at church, or by mail.  For those present in the sanctuary, you may leave your offering in 

the offering plate as you exit the sanctuary. 

 

Offertory 

 

Offering Prayer (in unison) 

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of 

your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through 

Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving    

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

The thanksgiving continues with the proper preface. … “and join their unending hymn.” 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

http://www.ctkvestal.org/
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The Thanksgiving continues. 

 

Pastor:  …We look with hope for his coming. 

All:   Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

The Thanksgiving continues. 

  

Pastor:  … Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

All: Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

The Thanksgiving continues. 

  

Pastor:    …one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

The Lord's Prayer (in unison)                             

 Our Father who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.  

Forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion   

 

Distribution of Communion   

Please come forward to receive communion or remain seated and you will be served.  The 

communion packets we are using contain the bread on one side and the juice on the other side. 

We will commune together once everyone is served. Please hold your communion until everyone 

has been served and then we will eat first the bread and then drink the juice. In the interest of 

meeting everyone’s needs, the bread is gluten free and the cup is juice rather than wine. 
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Communion Song          Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming           ELW No. 272 

 

Refrain 

 Taste and see, taste and see 

 the goodness of the Lord. 

 Oh, taste and see, taste and see 

 the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord. 

 

1 I will bless the Lord at all times. 

 Praise shall always be on my lips; 

 my soul shall glory in the Lord; 

 for God has been so good to me.  Refrain 

 

2 Glorify the Lord with me. 

 Together let us all praise God's name. 

 I called the Lord, who answered me; 

 from all my troubles I was set free.  Refrain 

 

3 Worship the Lord, all you people. 

 You'll want for nothing if you ask. 

 Taste and see that the Lord is good; 

 in God we need put all our trust.  Refrain 
 

Text: James E. Moore Jr., b. 1951, based on Ps. 34  Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

Communion 

Please hold your bread and cup until all have been served and then we will commune together. 

 

+ Prayer after Communion (in unison)  

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to 

earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises 

will be fulfilled, sustain us, and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward 

your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.    Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

+ Sending Hymn        All Earth is Hopeful                ELW No. 248 

 

1 All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 

 Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 

 this, the labor of people who struggle to see 

 how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free. 
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2 People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 

 "A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel"; 

 she conceived him, "God with us,"  

our brother, whose birth 

 restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 

 

3 Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 

 new highways opened, new protocols declared. 

 Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 

 All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 

 

4 We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 

 This same Lord Jesus today has come to live 

 in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see 

 our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 

 
Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946 

English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Liturgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. 

 

Announcements 

 

+ Blessing 

Leader: God the eternal Word, 

 who dwells with us in Jesus, 

 and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

 bless you now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

Postlude  

   

         

Looking Ahead:  

     

Saturday, December 10 Men’s Group at 9:00 AM 

 

Sunday, December 11  Third Sunday of Advent 

    Worship at 10:00 AM 

 

Thursday, December 15 Leadership Team (Zoom) at 6:30 PM 

 

Sunday, December 18  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

    Worship at 10:00 AM 

Pastor Cheryl Ann’s Retirement Celebration 
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Parts of our liturgy today are from SundaysandSeasons.com copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License #SBL15534.   Parts of our liturgy are adapted from Worship Design Studio 

by permission.  The Lenten themes are from the Worship Design Studio. 

Songs reprinted with permission under One License A717-929. All rights reserved. 

mailto:mail@ctkvestal.org
http://www.ctkvestal.org/

