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WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH  

IN PERSON AND ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE 

We welcome you to worship with us!  We hope you will experience the grace 

and peace of God’s love present with you.  For more information, please contact 

us by email or phone, or by visiting our Facebook page, or at our website,  

                           www.ctkvestal.org. 

 

ABOUT OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Worship this morning will be both in person and simultaneously online via Zoom with a live feed 

to Facebook. The Worship Service follows the pattern of Gather-Word-Meal-Sending. It will 

include the distribution of communion on-site and the sending of communion to those who are not 

able to join us in person. Please contact the church office to let us know if you would like 

communion served to you at home. 

 

OFFERINGS 

You may present your offering to God for the work of God through Christ the King Lutheran 

Church online via our website at www.ctkvestal.org and clicking on the “Give Now” button, by 

leaving it at the church, or by mail. 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP GUIDELINES AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS 

Christ the King Leadership Team has adopted a series of safety protocols. Due to the ongoing 

pandemic, we are following CDC guidelines for Broome County. When the risk for our county is 

high, we ask all in-person worshippers to wear a mask regardless of vaccination status for the 

safety of everyone. Thank you for your understanding. Sanitizing stations are available in the 

narthex. 

 

ZOOM ONLINE OR FACEBOOK LIVE 

Joining worship by Zoom online or Facebook Live gives you an opportunity to participate in the 

live worship service. You may share prayer requests in the chat feature on Zoom or comments on 

Facebook Live. 

 

ABOUT CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Christ the King is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.  We are called by Christ to care for, 

love, understand, and listen to each other.  All are welcome, regardless of race, age, gender and 

gender identities, marital status, physical and mental abilities, sexual orientations, national origin, 

or economic status.  We celebrate together our unity as God’s people, committed to being a 

radically loving and welcoming community of faith, centered in the Good News of Jesus 

Christ.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Christ the King is a place for all to discover and develop 

their God-given gifts and share them with the world. 

 

If you desire Pastoral Care or have a Pastoral Emergency, please contact the Church Office at 

607-729-2688 and leave a message.  Your message will be automatically forwarded.  Our Pastor 

and team of caring ministers will respond to your call.  You may also call the Pastor directly. 

http://www.ctkvestal.org/
http://www.ctkvestal.orga/
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GATHERING 

+ Please stand as you are able 

 

Prelude       

       

Welcome  

 

+ Confession 

Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 

 who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days. 

All: Amen. 

 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Leader: God of mercy and forgiveness, 
All: we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 

 We have harmed your good creation. 

 We have failed to do justice, 

 love kindness, 

 and walk humbly with you. 

 Turn us in a new direction. 

 Show us the path that leads to life. 

 Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 

 through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 

 Amen.  

 

+ Words of Assurance 

Leader: Beloved of God: 

 your sins are forgiven, and you are made whole. 

 God points the way to new life in Christ, 

 who meets us on the road. 

 Journey now in God’s abiding love 

 through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 
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+ Gathering Hymn                          God Is Here!              ELW No. 526 

 

1 God is here! As we your people 

 meet to offer praise and prayer, 

 may we find in fuller measure 

 what it is in Christ we share. 

 Here, as in the world around us, 

 all our varied skills and arts 

 wait the coming of the Spirit 

 into open minds and hearts. 

 

2 Here are symbols to remind us 

 of our lifelong need of grace; 

 here are table, font, and pulpit; 

 here the cross has central place. 

 Here in honesty of preaching, 

 here in silence, as in speech, 

 here, in newness and renewal, 

 God the Spirit comes to each. 

 

3 Here our children find a welcome 

 in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 

 here as bread and wine are taken, 

 Christ sustains us as of old. 

 Here the servants of the Servant 

 seek in worship to explore 

 what it means in daily living 

 to believe and to adore. 

 

4 Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 

 in an age of change and doubt, 

 keep us faithful to the gospel; 

 help us work your purpose out. 

 Here, in this day's dedication, 

 all we have to give, receive; 

 we, who cannot live without you, 

 we adore you! We believe! 

 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 

Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

+ Greeting 

Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 
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+ Prayer of the Day (in unison) 

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, 

strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our 

neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
   

WORD 

Responsive Reading               Psalm 37:1-9 

 

 1Do not fret because of the wicked; 

 do not be envious of wrongdoers, 

 2for they will soon fade like the grass, 

 and wither like the green herb. 

 3Trust in the LORD, and do good; 

 so you will live in the land, and enjoy security. 

 4Take delight in the LORD, 

 and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

 5Commit your way to the LORD; 

 trust in him, and he will act. 

 6He will make your vindication shine like the light, 

 and the justice of your cause like the noonday. 

 7Be still before the LORD, and wait patiently for him; 

 do not fret over those who prosper in their way, 

 over those who carry out evil devices. 

 8Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath. 

 Do not fret — it leads only to evil. 

 9For the wicked shall be cut off, 

 but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land.                            

 

First Reading                          Habakkuk 1:1-6; 2:1-4 

 

+ Gospel Acclamation  

Alleluia.  The word of the Lord endures forever. That word is the good news that was 

announced to you. Alleluia. (1 Pet. 1:25) 

 

+ Gospel Reading                                     Luke 17:5-10 

 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 17, verses 5 through 10. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

After the reading:   

 Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.   All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                          Pastor Cheryl Ann Elfond 
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+ Hymn of the Day                     My Faith Looks Up to Thee               ELW No. 759 

 

1 My faith looks up to thee, 

 thou Lamb of Calvary, 

 Savior divine! 

 Now hear me while I pray, 

 take all my guilt away, 

 oh, let me from this day 

 be wholly thine! 

 

2 May thy rich grace impart 

 strength to my fainting heart, 

 my zeal inspire; 

 as thou hast died for me, 

 oh, may my love to thee 

 pure, warm, and changeless be, 

 a living fire! 

 

3 While life's dark maze I tread 

 and griefs around me spread, 

 be thou my guide; 

 bid darkness turn to day, 

 wipe sorrow's tears away, 

 nor let me ever stray 

 from thee aside. 

 

4 When ends life's transient dream, 

 when death's cold, sullen stream 

 shall o'er me roll; 

 blest Savior, then, in love 

 fear and distrust remove; 

 oh, bear me safe above, 

 a ransomed soul! 

 
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887 

 

+ The Apostles Creed (in unison) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

During the prayers, worshippers are invited to lift up prayers, wherever they are, and by the 

posting of your prayer on Zoom Chat or Facebook, for the people, places and situations for which 

we are thankful or are in need of prayer.  

 

We will pray following the petition bidding style: 

 

Each petition concludes, “God of grace…” 

to which the congregation responds, “…hear our prayer.” 

 

+ The Peace   

In an act of unity, blessing, and reconciliation, we greet one another with the Peace of Christ. 

(Matthew 5:23-24). For safety reasons during this time of Covid-19, the peace is shared by 

uttering words of peace, by gesturing with hands or by bowing. 

 

Leader: Be kind to one another, and tenderhearted forgiving one another, 

  as God in Christ has forgiven you.  The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

Our Offerings are Gathered 

Our worship is complete when we bring all of our resources to receive God’s blessing and fulfill 

God’s purpose.  In joyous gratitude, we bring more than money; we bring ourselves, our time and 

our talent as an offering to God. Please take a moment to offer yourself anew to God.  You are 

also invited to present an offering to God for the work of God’s mission through Christ the King 

by giving online at www.ctkvestal.org and clicking the “Give Now” button, by leaving your 

offering at church, or by mail.  For those present in the sanctuary, you may leave your offering in 

the offering plate as you exit the sanctuary. 

 

Offertory 

 

Offering Prayer (in unison) 

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs.  Make of these 

gifts a banquet of blessing and make us ready to share with all in need; through 

Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.  Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

http://www.ctkvestal.org/
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The thanksgiving continues with the proper preface… “with all people and all creation, we shout 

your praise.” 

 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Thanksgiving continues. 

 

Pastor:   “… through Christ our peace.” 

All:   Amen. 

 

The Words of Institution 

 

The Lord's Prayer (in unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

Distribution of Communion 

Please come forward to receive communion or remain seated and you will be served.  The 

communion packets we are using contain the bread on one side and the juice on the other side. 

We will commune together once everyone is served. Please hold your communion until everyone 

has been served and then we will eat first the bread and then drink the juice. In the interest of 

meeting everyone’s needs, the bread is gluten free, and the cup is juice rather than wine. 
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Communion Song      The Reign of God Like Farmer’s Field          ACS No. 952, vs. 1, 3, 5 

 
 

Communion 

Please hold your bread and cup until all have been served and then we will commune together. 

 

+ Prayer after Communion (in unison)  

God of the abundant table, 

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 

with bread for the journey. 

Give us your grace on the road 

that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 

+ Sending Hymn               To Be Your Presence                    ELW No. 546 
 

1 To be your presence is our mission here, 

to show compassion's face and list'ning ear, 

to be your heart of mercy ever near, 

alleluia! 

 

2 To be your presence is our mission bold, 

to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold, 

to be your hands of justice, right uphold, 

alleluia! 

 

3 To be your presence is our mission blest, 

to speak for all the broken and oppressed, 

to be your voice of hope, your love expressed, 

alleluia! 

  

4 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, 

to serve your people is our call and choice, 

and in this mission we, the church, rejoice,  

alleluia! 

 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Announcements 

 

+ Blessing 

Leader: God, who gives life to all things 

 and frees us from despair, 

 bless you with truth and peace. 

 And may the holy Trinity, one God, 

 guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 

All: Amen. 

 

Postlude               
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Looking Ahead:  

 

Saturday, October 8  Men’s Group at 8:00 AM 

 

Sunday, October 9  Worship at 10:00 AM 

 

Thursday, October 13  Leadership Team at 6:30 PM 

 

 

 

Christ the King Lutheran Church Staff and Leadership 

Church Office Number: (607) 729-2688 

mail@ctkvestal.org 

www.ctkvestal.org 

 

 

Pastor:   The Rev. Dr. Cheryl Ann Elfond         

Church Administrator:  Marsha Pulz              

Music Director: Ü Lee 

Sexton:  Gary Robertson 

 

Leadership Team 

Co-Presidents:  David Banner and Len Lindenmuth 

Pastor:  Cheryl Ann Elfond 

Secretary:  Rich Lindstrom 

Treasurer:  Tammy Gow 

Kathy Leonard, Carol Strano 

 

Lay Preachers:  David Banner, Rich Lindstrom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Parts of our liturgy today are from SundaysandSeasons.com copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License #SBL15534.   Parts of our liturgy are adapted from Worship Design Studio 

by permission.  The Lenten themes are from the Worship Design Studio. 

Songs reprinted with permission under One License A717-929. All rights reserved. 
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