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WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH  

IN PERSON AND ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE 

We welcome you to worship with us!  We hope you will experience the grace 

and peace of God’s love present with you.  For more information, please contact 

us by email or phone, or by visiting our Facebook page, or at our website,  

                           www.ctkvestal.org. 

 

ABOUT OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Worship this morning will be both in person and simultaneously online via Zoom with a live feed 

to Facebook. Our Worship Service of the Word this morning follows a pattern of Gather-Word-

Thanksgiving-Sending. 

 

OFFERINGS 

You may present your offering to God for the work of God through Christ the King Lutheran 

Church online via our website at www.ctkvestal.org and clicking on the “Give Now” button, by 

leaving it at the church, or by mail. 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP GUIDELINES AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS 

Christ the King Leadership Team has adopted a series of safety protocols. Due to the increase of 

cases of Covid-19 and the contagious nature of the delta variant, we are asking all in-person 

worshippers to wear a mask regardless of vaccination status for the safety of everyone. Thank you 

for your understanding. Sanitizing stations are available in the narthex. 

 

ZOOM ONLINE OR FACEBOOK LIVE 

Joining worship by Zoom online or Facebook Live gives you an opportunity to participate in the 

live worship service. You may share prayer requests in the chat feature on Zoom or comments on 

Facebook Live. 

 

ABOUT CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Christ the King is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.  We are called by Christ to care for, 

love, understand, and listen to each other.  All are welcome, regardless of race, age, gender and 

gender identities, marital status, physical and mental abilities, sexual orientations, national origin, 

or economic status.  We celebrate together our unity as God’s people, committed to being a 

radically loving and welcoming community of faith, centered in the Good News of Jesus 

Christ.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Christ the King is a place for all to discover and develop 

their God-given gifts and share them with the world. 

 

If you desire Pastoral Care or have a Pastoral Emergency, please contact the Church Office at 

607-729-2688 and leave a message.  Your message will be automatically forwarded.  Our Pastor 

and team of caring ministers will respond to your call.  You may also call the Pastor directly. 

 

 

http://www.ctkvestal.org/
http://www.ctkvestal.orga/
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GATHERING 

+ Please stand as you are able 

 

Prelude                      

 

Opening Video 

 

Words of Welcome 

 

+ Call to Confession 

Leader:   We come before God not as despised sinners, but as beloved children. 

  With the confidence of the children of God, let us humbly confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 

+ Prayer of Adoration and Confession (in unison) 

Holy God,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

you sent your Son, Jesus,  

into the world  

to reveal the true light,  

the true way,  

for us to be saved.  

 

For centuries the church  

has tried to filter your light  

through different lenses,  

through different traditions,  

through different understandings  

of what it means to be saved.  

 

Times and understandings  

have changed  

and yet still the church  

does not always  

find ways to shine your light  

in ways that help others to know you.  

 

Forgive us Lord,  

we are fickle people,  

slow to learn  

and even slower to change,  

help us turn back to the light  

that shines in Jesus,  

that guides our way.  
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Forgive us Lord,  

for hiding the light  

in doctrine and theology  

and failing to let the light  

shine brightly  

for all people.  

 

Lord, help us to choose  

to follow the light  

wherever it may lead us,  

and to share the light  

with all people.  

So be it.    

Amen. 

 

+ Words of Assurance 

Leader:   Hear the good news! 

 Hope does not disappoint us, 

 for God’s love has been given to us in baptism. 

 Believe this good news and give thanks: 

 In Jesus Christ, we are loved and forgiven! 

All:   Thanks be to God. 

 

+ Opening Song         Here I Am to Worship 

     

Light of the world 

You stepped down into darkness 

Opened my eyes let me see 

Beauty that made 

This heart adore You 

Hope of a life spent with You 

So here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

And You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

King of all days 

Oh so highly exalted 

Glorious in heaven above 

Humbly You came 

To the earth You created 

All for love's sake became poor 
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So here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

And You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 

 

So here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

And You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 
 

CCLI Song # 3266032 

Tim Hughes 

• © 2000 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 984431 

 

+ Greeting 

Leader:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the presence of the Holy  

  Spirit be with you. 

All:         And also with you. 

 

+ Prayer of the Day (in unison) 

Birthing God, you gave us new life when we were born of water and Spirit. Help us live 

into that new life, refreshed and renewed for your work. Amen. 

 

WORD 

Psalm Reading                                Psalm 139:13-18 

                              

Leader:  A reading from Psalm 139, verses 13 through 18. 
  

After the reading:   

 Leader: The Word of the Lord.   All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

+ Gospel Acclamation  

Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts and let the word of Christ dwell in 

you richly. Alleluia. (Col. 3:15, 16) 

 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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+ Gospel Reading                             John 3:1-21 

 

Leader: A reading from the Gospel according to John, chapter 3, verses 1 through 21. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

After the reading:   

 Leader: The Gospel of our Lord.   All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Reflections                  Come and See Jesus Worship Series:  Come and See His Love  

David Banner 

 

+ Hymn of the Day                       God Loved the World          ELW No. 323, vs. 1, 2, 5 
 

1 God loved the world so that he gave  

his only Son the lost to save, 

that all who would in him believe 

should everlasting life receive. 

 

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 

who was made flesh and suffered death; 

all who confide in Christ alone  

are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 

5 All glory to the Father, Son,  

and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To you, O blessed Trinity, 

be praise now and eternally! 

 
Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt. 

 

Prayers of the People  

During the prayers, worshippers will be invited to lift up prayers, wherever they are, and by 

posting of your prayer on Zoom Chat or Facebook, for the people, places and situations for which 

we are thankful or are in need of prayer.  

 

For the month of January, we will be praying following the petition bidding style: 

 

Each petition concludes, “God of grace…” 

to which the congregation responds, “…hear our prayer.” 
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The Lord's Prayer (in unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
+The Peace   

In an act of unity, blessing, and reconciliation, we greet one another with the Peace of Christ. 

(Matthew 5:23-24). For safety reasons during this time of Covid-19, the peace is shared by 

uttering words of peace, by gesturing with hands or by bowing. 

 

Leader: Be kind to one another, and tenderhearted forgiving one another, 

  as God in Christ has forgiven you.  The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

 

THANKSGIVING 

Our Offerings are Gathered 

Our worship is complete when we bring all of our resources to receive God’s blessing and fulfill 

God’s purpose.  In joyous gratitude, we bring more than money; we bring ourselves, our time and 

our talent as an offering to God. Please take a moment to offer yourself anew to God.  You are 

also invited to present an offering to God for the work of God’s mission through Christ the King 

by giving online at www.ctkvestal.org  and clicking the “Give Now” button, by leaving your 

offering at church, or by mail.  For those present in the sanctuary, you may leave your offering in 

the offering plate as you exit the sanctuary. 

 

Reflective Music                                               

 

Thanksgiving for the Word (in unison) 

Light of the world,  

shine upon us this day,  

renew our commitment  

to being light bearers.  

Receive our offerings  

which the church will use  

to continue to spread your light  

here at home  

and beyond this place.  

Amen. 
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SENDING 

+ Sending Hymn                           Borning Cry                   ELW No. 732 

 

1 "I was there to hear your borning cry, 

 I'll be there when you are old. 

 I rejoiced the day you were baptized 

 to see your life unfold. 

 I was there when you were but a child, 

 with a faith to suit you well; 

 in a blaze of light you wandered off 

 to find where demons dwell." 

 

2 "When you heard the wonder of the Word 

 I was there to cheer you on; 

 you were raised to praise the living Lord, 

 to whom you now belong. 

 If you find someone to share your time 

 and you join your hearts as one, 

 I'll be there to make your verses rhyme 

 from dusk till rising sun." 

 

3 "In the middle ages of your life, 

 not too old, no longer young, 

 I'll be there to guide you through the night, 

 complete what I've begun. 

 When the evening gently closes in 

 and you shut your weary eyes, 

 I'll be there as I have always been, 

 with just one more surprise." 

 

4 "I was there to hear your borning cry, 

 I'll be there when you are old. 

 I rejoiced the day you were baptized 

 to see your life unfold." 

 
Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937 

Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker 

 

Announcements 

 

Sending Video  
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+ Blessing 

Leader: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 

  who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name, 

  bless your going out and your coming in, 

  today and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

Postlude 

  

  

Looking Ahead:  

 

Saturday, January 29  Men’s Group at 9:00 AM 

 

Sunday, January 30  Worship at 10:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

Christ the King Lutheran Church Staff and Leadership 

Church Office Number: (607) 729-2688 

mail@ctkvestal.org 

www.ctkvestal.org 

 

 

Pastor:   The Rev. Dr. Cheryl Ann Elfond         

Church Administrator:  Marsha Pulz              

Music Director: Ü Lee 

Sexton:  Gary Robertson 

 

Leadership Team 

Co-Presidents:  Joe Brunt and Tammy Gow 

Pastor:  Cheryl Ann Elfond 

Co-Secretaries:  Dennis Chapman and Carol Strano 

Treasurer:  Randy Kerr 

Financial Secretary:  Kathy Brunt, assisted by Nancy Baudendistel 

David Banner, Kathy Leonard, Len Lindenmuth, Pat Moynihan 

 

Lay Preachers:  David Banner, Joe Brunt, Todd Eames, Lorena Henry, Rich Lindstrom 

 

 
 

Parts of our liturgy today are from SundaysandSeasons.com copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Annual License #SBL15534.  Parts of our liturgy today are adapted from Luther Seminary Working Preacher and from 

Spill the Beans.  Parts of our liturgy today are adapted by permission of the Rev. Katy Stenta. 

Songs reprinted with permission under One License A717-929.  All rights reserved. 
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