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WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH  

ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE 

We welcome you to worship with us!  We hope you will experience the grace 

and peace of God’s love present with you.  For more information, please contact 

us by email or phone, or by visiting our Facebook page, or at our website,  

                           www.ctkvestal.org.  

 

ABOUT OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Our online Worship Service of the Word follows a pattern of Gather-Word-Thanksgiving-

Sending and is concluded by a time of sharing in both small groups and as a gathered online 

community.  We do hope you will stay for this opportunity of about 10 minutes. 

 

OFFERINGS 

You may present your offering to God for the work of God through Christ the King Lutheran 

Church online via our website at www.ctkvestal.org and clicking on the “Give Now” button or 

by mail.   

 

ZOOM FORMAT (See the homepage of our website for more detailed tips for Zoom.) 

Joining worship by Zoom gives you an opportunity to participate in the live worship service.  If 

you are unable to join by Zoom, the worship service will be posted to YouTube and when 

possible, livestreamed to Facebook (we have experienced numerous difficulties with Facebook’s 

availability due to high demand). 

 

Here are some tips for using Zoom (we are always learning more and will update): 

1. Please mute yourself (you will be unmuted to join in the Lord’s Prayer and at times to share). 

2. Please name yourself (rather than use the name of your device such as iPad) and use Video if 

you have it so others can see you.  Our worship is enhanced by seeing one another. 

3. You may view your screen in two different ways:  Speaker view or Gallery view (you will 

see more people in Gallery view and may have to scroll to see everyone). 

4. You may share your prayer requests in the “chat” feature. 

5. You can “raise your hand” when there are opportunities to make verbal requests. 

 

ABOUT CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Christ the King is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.  We are called by Christ to care for, 

love, understand, and listen to each other.  All are welcome, regardless of race, age, gender and 

gender identities, marital status, physical and mental abilities, sexual orientations, national 

origin, or economic status.  We celebrate together our unity as God’s people, committed to being 

a radically loving and welcoming community of faith, centered in the Good News of Jesus 

Christ.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Christ the King is a place for all to discover and develop 

their God-given gifts and share them with the world. 

 

If you desire Pastoral Care or have a Pastoral Emergency, please contact the Church Office 

at 607-729-2688 and leave a message.  Your message will be automatically forwarded.  Our 

Pastor and team of caring ministers will respond to your call.  You may also call the Pastor 

directly. 

 

http://www.ctkvestal.org/
http://www.ctkvestal.org/
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GATHERING 

Prelude                      

 

Words of Welcome 

 

Call to Worship 

Leader: God you call us home. 

All: And whenever one of us is missing, you search for us without ceasing. 

Leader: Lord, you are welcoming. 

All: When one of us is excluded or left out, you immediately welcome us. 

Leader: Lord, you are the God of love, running to embrace us and welcome us home! 

All: Come let us celebrate as the children of God today.  

Leader: Let us worship God! 

 

Opening Hymn           Our Father, We Have Wandered                            ELW No. 606      

 

1 Our Father, we have wandered 

 and hidden from your face; 

 in foolishness have squandered 

 your legacy of grace. 

 But now, in exile dwelling, 

 we rise with fear and shame, 

 as, distant but compelling, 

 we hear you call our name. 

 

2 And now at length discerning 

 the evil that we do, 

 behold us, Lord, returning 

 with hope and trust to you. 

 In haste you come to meet us 

 and home rejoicing bring, 

 in gladness there to greet us 

 with calf and robe and ring. 

 

3 O Lord of all the living, 

 both banished and restored, 

 compassionate, forgiving, 

 and ever-caring Lord, 

 grant now that our transgressing, 

 our faithlessness may cease. 

 Stretch out your hand in blessing, 

 in pardon, and in peace. 
 

Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006 

Text from Resource Collection of Hymns and Service Music for the Liturgy © 1981 International Committee on English in 

the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession (In Unison) 

God, we confess that when we feel lost, it is hard to return to you. All our 

imperfections scream at us, telling us that we are not deserving of your love. And 

sometimes those fears are confirmed by our experience of human judgement or 

prejudices. Remind us that you are never prejudiced God, you welcome us home 

and renew us every single time we ask for forgiveness. Forgive us for all that we did 

that was wrong and all the things we have not done that we ought to have done. 

Forgive us for forgetting that nothing can separate us from your love and help us to 

return to your loving embrace we pray. Amen.  

  

Words of Assurance 

 

Lenten Response (sung)  Come and Fill our Hearts              ELW No. 528 

 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 

You alone, O Lord, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 

Alleluia! 

 
Text: Psalm 136:1 (Latin); Taizé Community 

Text © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé. GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission 

 

Greeting 

Leader:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the presence of the Holy  

  Spirit be with you. 

All:         And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day (In Unison) 

Rejoicing Father, you celebrate when one of your lost children is found because no 

one is worthless to you. We stand humbled and in awe that you would count us 

among your most prized possessions. Give us eyes to see the priceless value of every 

living soul, for the sake of the one who became human for the sake of our souls, 

Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

 

WORD 

Gospel Acclamation 

One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

 

Scripture Reading                                       Luke 15:1-32 

 

Leader: A reading from the Gospel according to Luke, chapter 15, verses 1-32. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

After the reading:   

 Leader: The Gospel of our Lord.   All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Reflections           “Finding the Way to Jerusalem: The Possibility of Journeying Home”  

Pastor Cheryl Ann Elfond 

 

Song of the Day         Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)   

 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost but now I'm found 

Was blind but now I see 

 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed 

 

My chains are gone I've been set free 

My God my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy rains 

Unending love amazing grace 

 

The Lord has promised good to me 

His word my hope secures 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures 

 

My chains are gone I've been set free 

My God my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy rains 

Unending love amazing grace 

 

My chains are gone I've been set free 

My God my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy rains 

Unending love amazing grace 

 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 

The sun forbear to shine 

But God who called me here below 

Will be forever mine 

Will be forever mine 

You are forever mine 

 
CCLI Song # 4768151 

Chris Tomlin | John Newton | Louie Giglio 

• © 2006 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

• Vamos Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

• worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 984431 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Prayers 

During the prayers, worshippers will be invited to lift up prayers, wherever they are (you will 

remain muted), and by posting of your prayer on Zoom Chat or Facebook, for the people, places 

and situations for which we are thankful or are in need of prayer.  

 

The Lord's Prayer (In Unison)                                                    

Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.  

Forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Peace   

Leader: The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

 

THANKSGIVING 

Our Offerings are Gathered 

Our worship is complete when we bring all of our resources to receive God’s blessing and fulfill 

God’s purpose.  In joyous gratitude, we bring more than money; we bring ourselves, our time 

and our talent as an offering to God. Please take moment to offer yourself anew to God.  You are 

also invited to present an offering to God for the work of God’s mission through Christ the King 

by giving online at www.ctkvestal.org and click on the “Give Now” button or by mail. 

 

You are invited to share your offerings of Thanksgiving for God’s activity wherever you have 

witnessed it (God Sightings) by sharing them where you are, by posting them in the chat on 

Zoom or by posting them in comments on Facebook. 

 

Reflective Music                                               

 

Thanksgiving for the Word (In Unison) 

God of love, every single time someone enters into your presence, you welcome them 

with a party. Help us to party people into your Kingdom we pray!  Take our lives 

and let them be ever only all for you.  Receive the gifts we offer for your service.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

Announcements 

 

Sending Video  

 

http://www.ctkvestal.org/
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Blessing 

Leader: You are what God made you to be: 

 created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

 chosen as holy and beloved, 

 freed to serve your neighbor. 

 God bless you that you may be a blessing, 

 in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

All:  Amen. 

 

Postlude      

 

 

 

Looking Ahead:  

 

Wednesday, March 10 Lenten Series: Practicing Spiritual Disciplines (Fasting)  

    at 6:30 PM 

 

Thursday, March 11  Leadership Team at 6:00 PM 

 

Sunday, March 14  Online Worship at 10:00 AM 

 

Monday, March 15  Mindfulness Meditation at 7:00 PM 

 

Wednesday, March 17 Lenten Series: Practicing Spiritual Disciplines (Confession) 

    at 6:30 PM 
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Christ the King Lutheran Church Staff and Leadership 

Church Office Number: (607) 729-2688 

   mail@ctkvestal.org  

www.ctkvestal.org 

 

 

Pastor:   The Rev. Dr. Cheryl Ann Elfond         

Church Administrator:  Marsha Pulz              

Interim Music Director:  Kevin Murphy  

Sexton:  Gary Robertson 

 

Leadership Team 

Co-Presidents:  Joe Brunt and Tammy Gow 

Pastor:  Cheryl Ann Elfond 

Secretary:  Rich Lindstrom 

Treasurer:  Randy Kerr 

Financial Secretary:  Kathy Brunt, assisted by Nancy Baudendistel 

Christy Banner, Dennis Chapman, Jody Fiorentino, Kathy Leonard, Carol Strano 

 

Synodical Authorized Ministers:  David Banner, Todd Eames, Lorena Henry 

Lay Preachers:  Joe Brunt, Rich Lindstrom          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parts of our liturgy today are from SundaysandSeasons.com copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted 

by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License #SBL15534.  Parts of our liturgy today are adapted by permission from 

the Rev. Katy Stenta. 

Songs reprinted with permission under One License A717-929.  All rights reserved. 

mailto:mail@ctkvestal.org
http://www.ctkvestal.org/

