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WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH  

ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE 

We welcome you to worship with us!  We hope you will experience the grace 

and peace of God’s love present with you.  For more information, please contact 

us by email or phone, or by visiting our Facebook page, or at our website,  

                           www.ctkvestal.org.  

 

ABOUT OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Our online Worship Service of the Word follows a pattern of Gather-Word-Thanksgiving-

Sending and is concluded by a time of sharing in both small groups and as a gathered online 

community.  We do hope you will stay for this opportunity of about 10 minutes. 

 

OFFERINGS 

You may present your offering to God for the work of God through Christ the King Lutheran 

Church online via our website at www.ctkvestal.org and clicking on the “Give Now” button or 

by mail.   

 

ZOOM FORMAT (See the homepage of our website for more detailed tips for Zoom.) 

Joining worship by Zoom gives you an opportunity to participate in the live worship service.  If 

you are unable to join by Zoom, the worship service will be posted to YouTube and when 

possible, livestreamed to Facebook (we have experienced numerous difficulties with Facebook’s 

availability due to high demand). 

 

Here are some tips for using Zoom (we are always learning more and will update): 

1. Please mute yourself (you will be unmuted to join in the Lord’s Prayer and at times to share). 

2. Please name yourself (rather than use the name of your device such as iPad) and use Video if 

you have it so others can see you.  Our worship is enhanced by seeing one another. 

3. You may view your screen in two different ways:  Speaker view or Gallery view (you will 

see more people in Gallery view and may have to scroll to see everyone). 

4. You may share your prayer requests in the “chat” feature. 

5. You can “raise your hand” when there are opportunities to make verbal requests. 

 

ABOUT CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Christ the King is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.  We are called by Christ to care for, 

love, understand, and listen to each other.  All are welcome, regardless of race, age, gender and 

gender identities, marital status, physical and mental abilities, sexual orientations, national 

origin, or economic status.  We celebrate together our unity as God’s people, committed to being 

a radically loving and welcoming community of faith, centered in the Good News of Jesus 

Christ.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Christ the King is a place for all to discover and develop 

their God-given gifts and share them with the world. 

 

If you desire Pastoral Care or have a Pastoral Emergency, please contact the Church Office 

at 607-729-2688 and leave a message.  Your message will be automatically forwarded.  Our 

Pastor and team of caring ministers will respond to your call.  You may also call the Pastor 

directly. 

 

http://www.ctkvestal.org/
http://www.ctkvestal.org/
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GATHERING 

Prelude                      

 

Deck the Halls! 

 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship 

Leader:  Let’s deck the halls with the hope of the coming King! 

All:  We once walked in darkness. 

Leader:  Now we see a great light! 

All:  Even in times of uncertainty 

Leader:  We can lift our hands in praise. 

All:  Let’s deck the halls of our heart with hope! 

 

Opening Hymn                Blessed Be the God of Israel                    ELW No. 250 

 

1 Blessed be the God of Israel 

 who comes to set us free 

 and raises up new hope for us: 

 a Branch from David’s tree. 

 So have the prophets long declared  

 that with a mighty arm 

 God would turn back our enemies  

 and all who wish us harm. 

 

2 With promised mercy will God still 

 the covenant recall, 

 the oath once sworn to Abraham, 

 from foes to save us all; 

 that we might worship without fear 

 and offer lives of praise, 

 in holiness and righteousness 

 to serve God all our days. 

 

3 My child, as prophet of the Lord 

 you will prepare the way, 

 to tell God’s people they are saved  

 from sin’s eternal sway. 

 Then shall God’s mercy from on high 

 shine forth and never cease 

 to drive away the gloom of death 

 and lead us into peace. 

 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944, based on Luke 1:68-79 

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Greeting 

Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the presence of the Holy Spirit 

 be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

 

Lighting the Advent Candle – First Sunday of Advent: HOPE 

Leader: During the season of Advent, we make space to light candles in our churches and our 

 homes, inviting God to dwell among us and inspire us. As we journey towards the 

 manger, the next step may seem uncertain, but we proclaim that we trust in the 

 unknown because we trust in the one who knows all.  

 

 Today we light the candle of HOPE, assured by the one who goes before us and with 

 us.  

 
(Light one blue candle.)  

 

 May the one who is coming inspire us to keep hoping.   Let us pray. 

 

Prayer (in Unison) 

Holy One, we gather this day awaiting the promise you offer to us. Turn our eyes to 

witness you at work among us. Remind us in places and spaces of darkness that you 

are light. Slow our pace and help us to ready our hearts as we continue to wait in 

hope for your coming glory in our world. Amen. 

 

Advent Candle Song                  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                ELW No. 257, verse 1  

 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

 and ransom captive Israel, 

 that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear. 

 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 

 

Prayer of the Day (In Unison) 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us 

to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of 

your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 

WORD 

Scripture Reading                               Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

Leader: A reading from the book of Prophet Isaiah, chapter 9, verses 2-7. 
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After the reading:   

 Leader: The Word of the Lord.   All:  Thanks be to God. 

                                                 

Reflections               “Decorating Your Life with What Matters:  In Times when We Feel   

    Uncertain, God Provides an Answer” 

  S.A.M. David Banner 

 

Song of the Day                     Days of Elijah 

 

These are the days of Elijah 

Declaring the Word of the Lord 

And these are the days 

Of Your servant Moses 

Righteousness being restored 

And though these are days 

Of great trials 

Of famine and darkness and sword 

Still we are the voice 

In the desert crying 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord 

 

Behold He comes 

Riding on the clouds 

Shining like the sun 

At the trumpet call 

So lift your voice 

It's the year of Jubilee 

And out of Zion's hill 

Salvation comes 

 

And these are the days of Ezekiel 

The dry bones becoming as flesh 

And these are the days 

Of Your servant David 

Rebuilding a temple of praise 

And these are the days of the harvest 

The fields are as white in the world 

And we are the labourers 

In Your vineyard 

Declaring the Word of the Lord 

 

Behold He comes 

Riding on the clouds 

Shining like the sun 

At the trumpet call 

So lift your voice 

It's the year of Jubilee 
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And out of Zion's hill 

Salvation comes 

 

There is no god like Jehovah 

There is no god like Jehovah 

There is no god like Jehovah 

There is no god like Jehovah (hey) 

 

There is no god like Jehovah 

There is no god like Jehovah 

There is no god like Jehovah 

There is no god like Jehovah (hey) 

 

There is no god like Jehovah 

There is no god like Jehovah 

There is no god like Jehovah 

There is no god like Jehovah (hey) 

 

There is no god like Jehovah 

There is no god like Jehovah 

There is no god like Jehovah 

There is no god like Jehovah (hey) 

 

Behold He comes 

Riding on the clouds 

Shining like the sun 

At the trumpet call 

So lift your voice 

 

Behold He comes 

Riding on the clouds 

Shining like the sun 

At the trumpet call 

So lift your voice 

 
CCLI Song # 1537904 

Robin Mark © 1996 Song Solutions Daybreak (Admin. by Song Solutions www.songsolutions.org) 

CCLI License # 984431 

 

Prayers 

During the prayers, worshippers will be invited to lift up prayers, wherever they are (you will 

remain muted), and by posting of your prayer on Zoom Chat or Facebook, for the people, places 

and situations for which we are thankful or are in need of prayer.  
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The Lord's Prayer (In Unison)                                                    

Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.  

Forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Peace   

Leader: The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

 

THANKSGIVING 

Our Offerings are Gathered 

Our worship is complete when we bring all of our resources to receive God’s blessing 

and fulfill God’s purpose.  In joyous gratitude, we bring more than money; we bring 

ourselves, our time and our talent as an offering to God. Please take moment to offer yourself 

anew to God.  What might you do to share in caring for those around you during this time of 

unprecedented turmoil in the world?  You are also invited to present an offering to God for the 

work of God’s mission through Christ the King by giving online at www.ctkvestal.org and click 

on the “Give Now” button or by mail. 

 

Leader:  God is always at work, in the world and in each of us. This day we are called to trust in 

 the hope the Christ child offers in the midst of uncertain spaces and times. Our 

 offerings are a sign of our trusting hope in all that God is doing in our world. 

 

Living the Holidays Today 

You are invited to share your offerings of Thanksgiving for God’s activity wherever you have 

witnessed it (God Sightings) by sharing them where you are, by posting them in the chat on 

Zoom or by posting them in comments on Facebook. 

 

Reflective Music                                               

 

Thanksgiving for the Word (In Unison) 

Gracious God, we thank you for the many ways you have blessed us. Help us to 

understand and trust in the kingdom you have begun building. May all we give this 

day further its reach in our world. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

Announcements 

 

Sending Video  

http://www.ctkvestal.org/
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Blessing 

Leader: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 

 the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

 the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, now and forever. 

All:  Amen. 

 

Postlude      

 

 

Looking Ahead:  

 

Wednesday, December 2  Advent Study and Gathering Online at 6:30 PM 

    Deck the Halls with Hope – Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

Saturday, December 5  Expanded Leadership Team Retreat at 9:00 AM - Noon 

     

Sunday, December 6   Online Worship at 10:00 AM 

     

Wednesday, December 9  Advent Study and Gathering Online at 6:30 PM 

    Deck the Halls with Peace – Isaiah 26:7-13 

 

Thursday, December 10  Leadership Team Meeting Online at 6:00 PM 

 

Saturday, December 12  Drive-Thru Christmas Caroling at CTK at 6:00 PM 

 

Sunday, December 13  Online Worship at 10:00 AM 

     

Sunday, December 13  Congregational Gathering following Worship 

 

Sunday, December 13  Bingo Happy Hour 

 

Monday, December 14  Mindfulness Meditation at 7:00 PM 

 

Wednesday, December 16  Advent Study and Gathering at 6:30 PM 

    Deck the Halls with Joy – Luke 1:39-55 

 

Sunday, December 20  Online Worship at 10:00 AM 

     

Wednesday, December 23  Advent Study and Gathering at 6:30 PM 

    Deck the Halls with Love – Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Thursday, December 24  Online Christmas Eve Worship at 7:00 PM 

 

Friday, December 25   Christmas Day  

    Lessons and Carols at 10:00 AM on Facebook 
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Sunday, December 27  Online Worship at 10:00 AM 

 

Wednesday, December 30  Advent Study and Gathering at 6:30 PM 

    Deck the Halls with a Promise Fulfilled – Luke 2:22-40 

 

 

 

Christ the King Lutheran Church Staff and Leadership 

Church Office Number: (607) 729-2688 

   mail@ctkvestal.org  

www.ctkvestal.org 

 

 

Pastor:   The Rev. Dr. Cheryl Ann Elfond         

Church Administrator:  Marsha Pulz              

Interim Music Director:  Kevin Murphy  

Sexton:  Gary Robertson 

 

Leadership Team 

Co-Presidents:  Joe Brunt and Tammy Gow 

Pastor:  Cheryl Ann Elfond 

Secretary:  Rich Lindstrom 

Treasurer:  Randy Kerr 

Financial Secretary:  Phil Roberts 

Christy Banner, Dennis Chapman, Karen Erdman, Jody Fiorentino, Kathy Leonard, Carol Strano 

 

Synodical Authorized Ministers:  David Banner, Todd Eames, Lorena Henry 

Lay Preachers:  Joe Brunt, Rich Lindstrom          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parts of our liturgy today are from SundaysandSeasons.com copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted 

by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License #SBL15534. 

Songs reprinted with permission under One License A717-929.  All rights reserved. 
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