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Christ the King is Full of... 

Hearts Loved By God 
Hands to Serve All 

Through Jesus Christ 
 

We are a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation.  We are called by 
Christ to care for, love, under-
stand, and listen to each other, 
regardless of race, age, gender 
and gender identities, marital 
status, physical and mental abili-
ties, sexual orientations, national 
origin, or economic status. 

Worship Schedule 

 

Sundays: 

 

Classic Worship at 9:00 AM 

 

Education Hour at 10:10 AM 

 

Progressive Worship at 

11:15AM 

 

 

 

 

 

Find us on the interwebs: 

www.ctkvestal.org 

www.facebook.com/ctkvestal 

@ctkvestal 

December 2016 The Herald 

Sunday, December 18 
10:00 AM 

Worship and Christmas Pageant  
Following worship:  

Christmas Potluck and 
Celebration 

2:00 PM 
Service of Remembrance  

and Healing During the Holidays 

Christmas Eve 
6:00 PM 

Family Worship Service  
with Holy Communion 

 
9:00 PM 

Candlelight Worship  
with Holy Communion 
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Christmas Day 
10:00 AM 

Worship with Lessons and Carols 
 and Holy Communion 

 

It’s a Wonderful Life 
This Advent, we will be following the Lectionary intertwined with a theme based on the classic movie, It’s a Wonderful Life. 
One of my all-time favorites, it’s not actually a Christmas movie, per se; it’s a movie set during the Christmas season. The 
movie is about a good man, George Bailey, who always puts the needs of others before his own needs, even to the point of giv-
ing up his dreams of travel and becoming an architect in order to run the family’s Building and Loan Company following his 
father’s death. Through a series of events, George feels his life spiral out of control to the point when an angel, Clarence, is 
sent from Heaven to save George from suicide. In the bottom of George’s desperation, Clarence shows George how different 
the world would have been if George had never lived.  
 
Sometimes, we might find ourselves in desperate circumstances. Sometimes, our lives feel like we had no say in where we are. 
Sometimes, we may feel like running away in an attempt to take back some level of control over our lives. A lot of folks might 
react to this desperation by allowing it to stifle them, panic them, or even defeat them. But, God has a different plan. Despera-
tion can also inspire us, encourage us, or lift us to new ways of thinking.  
 
The Holy Spirit never leaves us. When we re-take the initiative in our lives, the Holy Spirit will start our imaginations flowing 
and, good things will happen.  We’ll find that God’s plan for us includes our presence in a community of others. We are all in 
God’s community together, not because it is some definition of Heaven, but, because we are to support each other through the 
difficult times, and rejoice when those times are through.  
 
This movie is full of life lessons and illustrations. These might include God’s honoring our childlike Faith; you can’t run away 
from your problems; the wisdom in seeking counsel; prayer changes things; God’s greatest gift is Life; and the greatest gift 
you can give is Grace. A loud and clear theme is that the essence of Life is Relationships. Those relationships can, and should, 
be the everyday miracles of God. 
 
It’s a Wonderful Life takes place in Bedford Falls, NY. It’s a classic small-town where everybody knows everybody. Some 
may find such a place to be un-private and annoying. But, the level of townwide intimacy proves to be the necessary presence 
of God for everyone who called it Home. The movie depicted many moments of desperation. It also showed how, through re-
lationships and community, there is always Hope to find if we look for it. It is a Hope that can only come from our faith in 
God reminded by Community; let’s call it a Faith Community. We are as vital to our Faith Community as our Faith Communi-
ty is vital to us. So, as we begin our journey through the Christmas season, as we await Emmanuel (God with us), let us begin 
to feel the presence of Emmanuel among us, and be Emmanuel to each other.  
 
~Todd Eames 

Christmas Worship Schedule 
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Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, December 4, 2016 

(following a 10:00 AM worship service) 
Part of the discussion will include the topic of Transformational Ministry 

 
So, what’s it all about?  It is about the challenging work of thinking deeply and developing practical skills for leading 
churches into a vibrant and more sustainable future while taking seriously the purpose of the church to share the Gospel 
of Christ in our neighborhoods and the world.    
 
What is God’s mission? 
God’s fervent desire is to be reconciled with all of creation.  God’s son, Jesus, came into the world with the purpose of 
reconciliation and through his death, resurrection and ascension all of creation is given new life. God is constantly stir-
ring up new opportunities for reconciliation – we call it mission, or God’s work – in the community.  This work belongs 
to God, not us, and God invites us to participate in it:  
 
Who Should Consider Transformation? 
      Congregations that are serious about mission; who wish to revisit the basics of Jesus’ Great Commission; 
who want to grow deeper in their relationship with God and each other; who are declining in attendance and yet dedicat-
ed to “being renewed as the body of Christ”; who are willing to change, as necessary, to follow Jesus’ call; who are in 
transition and are looking for a stronger sense of their identity and mission before filling out their MSP (mission site pro-
file).  In short – we all should, in the name of Christ and for the sake of the Gospel!   
 
Transformed Congregations: 
 Are spiritually vital, rooted in Bible study, discussion, prayer, & preaching 
 Identify, as a group, the church’s purpose in living out God’s mission 
 Have a pastor (or pastors) and lay leaders who together: 

Catalyze transformation from “membership” to “discipleship” 
Facilitate group decision-making 
Equip/encourage disciples to use their God-given gifts in the community. 

 Engage more intentionally in the daily life of the surrounding community 
 Discern and plan together for mission and committing adequate resources to carry it out 

 
And the First Lesson to Learn is Transformation Begins with Me! 
Being open to God’s possibilities for me… Being open to God’s possibilities for my congregation! 

The Sounds of Christmas 
December 18th 

We are trying something new and 
fun in place of our traditional 
Christmas pageant this 
year!  Join us at the combined 

10:00 AM service on December 18th to help bring the Christ-
mas story to life.  The whole congregation will be able to partic-
ipate in helping to tell the story through instruments, sound ef-
fects, and singing.  Any children, youth, or adults who would 
like to help lead the program on the 18th should plan to attend a 
'dress rehearsal' on Sunday, December 11th during the educa-
tion hour (please arrive by 10:15 AM).  Please email or call 
Meg Burczynski with any questions (ferreem@live.com, 725-
3113).   
 
A congregational celebration and potluck luncheon will follow 
the Pageant. 

Free Gift Wrapping at Barnes and Noble De-
cember 5th 

Any items purchased at Barnes and Noble on 
December 5th can receive a complementary gift 
wrap from CTK's youth! 
 
This free will offering fundraiser will help send 
our youth to work-camp this upcoming summer.  
 
We could use wrappers during the hours of Noon 
and 4:00 PM.   If interested in being a 
wrapping elf for an hour or two, please contact 
Julie Sifert. 

Page 3 DECEMBER 2016 HERALD 

Soup Kitchen 
On Saturday, December 17, we will be serving our 
neighbors at the Soup Kitchen.  Glazed ham, roasted 
potatoes, French green beans and cake are on the 
menu.  If you would like to contribute to the meal, 
please sign up in the Entry Way or contact Todd 
Eames (hteames@gmail.com or text at 761-3744). 
 
If you would like to help with preparation, serving, 
and /or cleanup, the Soup Kitchen is held at First 
United Methodist Church (corner of McKinley and 
Monroe) in Endicott.  Preparation starts at 10:30 AM 
and the meal is served at noon. 

Office Notes 
 

The office will be closed from  
December 24, 2016–January 2, 2017. 

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Don’t forget to order your Christmas poinsettia by December 6th!   

Campus Ministry 
Christ the King will be offering study space to Binghamton 
University college students during finals week, as part of our 
campus ministry outreach.  Due to limited study space on cam-
pus, many students welcome having a quiet, safe space to study 
for finals. 
 
Volunteers are needed to welcome students who come to study, 
and are asked to sign up for 3-hour time slots on the following 
dates:   
 
Friday, December 9th – 5:00 PM to midnight 
Saturday, December 10th – 3:00 PM to midnight 
Sunday, December 11th – 3:00 PM to midnight 
Monday December 12th – 3:00 PM to midnight. 
 
Volunteers are also needed to provide snacks (cookies, baked 
goods, and fruit) to have available for students.  A sign-up 
sheet is posted on the Events Board in the Entrance Hall. 
 
If you have questions, please contact any member of the Cam-
pus Ministry Team (Joe and Kathy Brunt, Angie Crawford, 
Rich Lindstrom, or Carol Strano.) Coming Soon —The STIC Tree 

Once again we are generously sharing God’s love as 
we support two families served by the Southern Tier 
Independence Center (STIC).  The tree in the Entry 
Way will soon have tags for two very special local 
families we will be caring for this year.  These families 
have physical struggles, emotional burdens and many 
other wounds seen and unseen.  You are invited to take 
a tag off the tree and purchase the gift written on it.  
When returning the gift to the tree, please tape/secure 
the tag to the gift so that we can ensure each gift gets 
to the right recipient.  Please return all gifts by Sunday, 
December 18 – we will be combining the wrapping 
party with the congregational potluck that day so we 
can share in the joy of generosity together.  For more 
information or questions, please see Rachel Schwartz. 

Church Council 
This January, there will be 4 positions open on 
Church Council.  3 are full 3-year terms, and 
one is a 2-year term.  If you are interested in 
serving on Council or finding out more about 
how much fun we have, please see Karen Erd-
man or Rachel Schwartz.   

Thank you from our Local Community 
We have received several thank you notes 
from local community groups.  Your gener-
osity is much appreciated! 
 
The letters are posted on the bulletin board 
in the Entry Way for you to read. 


