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Christ the King is Full of... 

Hearts Loved By God 
Hands to Serve All 

Through Jesus Christ 
 

We are a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation.  We are called by 
Christ to care for, love, under-
stand, and listen to each other, 
regardless of race, age, gender 
and gender identities, marital 
status, physical and mental abili-
ties, sexual orientations, national 
origin, or economic status. 

Worship Schedule 

 

Sundays: 

 

Classic Worship at 9:00 AM 

 

Education Hour at 10:10 AM 

 

Progressive Worship at 

11:15AM 

 

 

 

 

 

Find us on the interwebs: 

www.ctkvestal.org 

www.facebook.com/ctkvestal 

@ctkvestal 
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Reconciling in Christ Community 
 

This year, we celebrate the 499th anniversary of the Reformation. When Martin Luther started 
his resistance to the Catholic Church’s effort to ransom peoples’ sins with the selling of indul-
gences, he did not want a split from the Church. But, when the leaders of the day tried to sub-
stitute their own goals and views in the place of God’s will, Luther could stand no more. “Out 
of love for the truth and the desire to bring it to light”, Martin Luther wrote 95 Theses for pub-
lic debate. As if to ask the Church to repent, to turn back to God, Luther opens his 95 Theses 
by showing that repentance was the only way to forgiveness, not the purchase of some certifi-
cate. When the world tried to stand between God and the poor and grieving, Luther stood up 
for them. Though not part of his plan, Luther started a Reformation of the relationship between 
humanity and God. 
 
Years ago, we chose as a congregation to become a Reconciling in Christ community. This in-
cludes us as one of nearly 700 ELCA congregations that fully welcome, with inclusion and eq-
uity, all lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) Lutherans in all aspects of the 
life of their Church, congregations, and community. We all remain proud of this stand we took. 
But, this stand must lead to steps. Those steps lead to strides which must become a journey. 
Church Council will be initiating a renewal and exploration of what it means for Christ the 
King to be a reconciling in Christ community. If you are interested in joining a team of folks to 
lead us in renewing our commitment to being a Reconciling in Christ congregation, please tell 
a member of Council.  
 
There are many other meaningful commitments we can make to show God’s grace and mercy 
to the world. We can choose to support all of Humanity, regardless of their place of birth. As 
we now begin the 500th year of Luther’s Reformation, we should recognize that the 
“reforming” has not ended. We remember and celebrate the start, reflect on centuries since, 
and look for the path the Holy Spirit lays out for us in continuing the Reformation.  
 
~Todd Eames 
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Call Process Update 
Yes, we are still looking for a Pastor.  YES, the Synod knows we are, and they are working with us!  As you 
know, the process has to be confidential at this point, which can certainly be frustrating for many people.  I 
wanted to take a minute to let you know that the work of the Call Committee and the Council is continu-
ing.  We continue to work with the Synod to find the best possible person to lead CTK.  Council and the Call 
Committee have looked at specific candidates, but they have not been the match that CTK needs at this 
time.  Please keep the Council and Call Committee in your prayers - we look forward to updating you as soon 
as we can!   
 
~Rachel Schwartz 

ALPHA for YOUTH Coming 
Sometime early next year, some dedicated adults will be bringing Alpha for youth to CTK!  This program is 
a series of videos designed to engage young people in conversations about life and faith.  The youth and a 
few adults will gather to view the videos and discuss together how Jesus, prayer, faith, and life all come to-
gether in real life.  If you have a youth who may be interested, or for more information, please contact Joe or 
Kathy Brunt, or Rachel Schwartz.  

THANKSGIVING DINNER 
 

Turkey, Ham, Stuffing, 
Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Squash 

Pasta, Salad, Bread, Desserts 
 

A free, Community Dinner 

Thanksgiving Day 

November 24th 

Noon-2:00 pm 

 
Christ the King Lutheran Church 

499 Plaza Drive, Vestal, NY 
(607) 729-2688 

Please call the Church Office with questions or to sign up. 
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Soup Kitchen 
On Saturday, November 19, we will be serving 
our neighbors at the Soup Kitchen.  Casseroles, 
carrots, and pies are on the menu.  If you would 
like to contribute to the meal, please sign up in 
the Entry Way or contact Todd Eames 
(hteames@gmail.com or text at 761-3744). 
 
If you would like to help with preparation, serv-
ing, and /or cleanup, the Soup Kitchen is held at 
First United Methodist Church (corner of 
McKinley and Monroe) in Endicott.  Preparation 
starts at 10:30 AM and the meal is served at 
noon. 

Office Notes 

The office will be closed Friday, November 11 in 

observance of Veteran’s Day.     

The office will also be closed Thursday, Novem-

ber 24 (Thanksgiving Day) and Friday, Novem-

ber 25. 

"Thank You CTK" From the Floating Hospital 
The bake sale at Sam's Club raised $755.40. We are grateful for all the bread, pie, cookie & cake bakers. Over 
300 coats were sent to The Floating Hospital this year and there is more work to be done. Helga and Julie are 
going to NYC in December to work at the Floating Hospital and we can't go down empty handed.!  We can 
always use more coat shoppers, so if you buy coats please give the receipt to Julie and she will reimburse you. 
 
Questions? Ideas?...Coats?  Talk to The Coat Lady Helga or Julie Sifert anytime! 

Friends Dinner 
The next Friends Dinner hosted by Christ the King 
will be held on Tuesday November 1 at 5:30pm.  The 
Friends Dinner is a weekly dinner for individuals with 
HIV and AIDS that is hosted by various churches in 
the community and is held at Trinity Memorial Epis-
copal Church in Binghamton. 
 
The menu for the next dinner includes chili, corn-
bread, salad, and dessert.  There will be a sign-up 
sheet in the entrance hall, if you would like to contrib-
ute to the meal and/or help to serve the dinner.  If you 
have questions, contact Angie Crawford (727-6497), 
Kelli Cruise (349-8557), or Carol Strano (725-6635). 

Christ the King Sunday  

November 20 

In the spirit of celebration and fellowship, 
we will have one service on Christ the 
King Sunday at 10:00 AM followed by a 
congregational potluck lunch.     
 
Sign up on the Events board in the Entry 
Way so we know you’re coming and what 
you’re bringing.  We hope to see you 
there! 

 
Treasurer Needed 

Eric Donaldson be stepping down as Treasurer at 
the end of this year.   Therefore, a new treasurer 
is needed for 2017.  Anyone interested in replac-
ing Eric as Treasurer should contact him, or any 
other Council member.  


