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Christ the King is Full of... 

Hearts Loved By God 
Hands to Serve All 

Through Jesus Christ 
 

We are a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation.  We are called by 
Christ to care for, love, under-
stand, and listen to each other, 
regardless of race, age, gender 
and gender identities, marital 
status, physical and mental abili-
ties, sexual orientations, national 
origin, or economic status. 

Worship Schedule 

 

Sundays: 

 

Classic Worship at 9:00 AM 

 

Education Hour at 10:10 AM 

 

Progressive Worship at 

11:15AM 

 

 

 

 

 

Find us on the interwebs: 

www.ctkvestal.org 

www.facebook.com/ctkvestal 

@ctkvestal 
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What is Synod? 
 

I’ve had the opportunity to work with a couple churches outside of CTK. I’ve been involved in conversations in each 
about their sense of connectedness to “Synod” or the greater church. Generally, there is a feeling of little connection, if 
any at all. I admit, before I was called to work outside CTK, I had little understanding of what Synod was. So, in my lit-
tle world, I created a picture of some tall office building filled with church bureaucrats, shuffling down gray halls, con-
ducting Lutheran business. They probably had binders, databases, and shiny reports listing which congregations were 
doing well and which ones were not. Information and money went in, it all moved around from office to office with lit-
tle, if anything, coming back out. Well, I was wrong!! 
 
The Synod is not at all close to the picture I had painted for myself. Our Upstate Synod does have office space, but it’s 
not some gleaming ivory tower. People do work for the Synod, but they are not some series of in/out boxes who have 
meetings about meetings to optimize the path of paper. In fact, Synod staff are very small in number, and more often 
than not, they are on the road working with congregations and not at the Synod offices. But, you know what? That’s still 
not Synod!!  
 
You sent me to my first Synod Assembly a couple years back. I found Synod there! But, there were no bureaucrats with 
cubicle mentalities. Instead, there was far more learning occurring than business conducted. There was an abundance of 
fellowship, ministry, and sharing. The biggest thing I learned is that WE are SYNOD! 
 
We are Synod! The Synod we are looking for is US! Just like a church is a community of individuals brought together in 
the name of Jesus Christ to do His work through learning, discipling, serving, forgiving, loving, and gracing all over the 
place, a Synod is a group of churches with the same collective purpose. Jesus Christ said, “For where two or three gather 
together as my followers, I am there among them.” (Matt 18:20). For me, that defines a church setting in the simplest of 
terms. A synod can be framed using that same definition - two or three churches gathered together as Christ followers.  
Over the last several months, a team composed of a few people from each of the four ELCA churches in Broome County 
has been meeting to discuss what we can do together. Most notably, we all came together for God’s Work, Our Hands 
Sunday last month. THAT IS THE SYNOD!! This team, dubbed “Collective Callings”, will continue to brainstorm how 
we can come together as congregations and leverage each other’s gifts to maximize our ministries in this community. 
THAT IS SYNOD!!  
 
So, to my first question, “How can we become more connected with Synod?” Join in a cooperative ministry effort. At-
tend a conference assembly (the next one is October 23). Gather at the Synod Assembly. See for yourself what two or 
more churches can do in the presence of Christ. You will be amazed to learn that the un-connected feeling we had, was 
always on our end. Synod wants to connect with us, and is available to you. The line that connected all our Synod dots is 
always at our feet, we just have to take that step to finish the picture. 
 
~Todd Eames 
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Notes from Music Director Jim Ford 
 

Excitement continues to build each day as Christ the King prepares to open our doors to the community for the perfor-
mance of Bill Carter and the Presbybop Sextet on Sunday, October 2nd at 4:00 PM. Bill Carter is not only a phenomenal 
pianist, but also a first-rate composer as well as an ordained Presbyterian minister making a name for himself nation-
wide. Included in the concert will be breathtaking views of the Canadian Rocky Mountains. In addition to Bill on piano, 
the band consists of well-known jazz musicians Al Hamme and Mike Carbone on saxophones, Jeff Stockham, trumpet 
and French Horn, Tony Marino, bass, and Ron Vincent, drums. A free will offering will be taken, all of which will go to 
CHOW. Tell all your friends and neighbors about this outstanding musical event. And sincere thanks to those whose 
contributions have made this performance possible, and to Thrivent for funding the post-concert reception. 

Capital Campaign Update 
 
The Capital Campaign is half over.  I can’t believe that we started this journey in April of 2015.  As of the beginning of 
September, we have collected just shy of $68,000.  Our projects have totaled a little more than $35,000 and we have a 
little more than $32,000 in the bank for future projects.  So far, your money has enabled us to leave less of a carbon 
footprint in the world, give to mission funds and better enable us to be heard and seen while in church.  More specifical-
ly, we have put in more efficient lights, fixed the gutters, paid for our consultant for the capital campaign, gave to the 
Mission Investment Fund, put windows in doors for the safety of all people, cleaned our heating unit, removed dead 
trees, repaired and painted our church ceiling, cleaned the carpets, sealed the parking lot, painted the offices, purchased 
new microphones, computer and projector, put in new energy efficient doors upstairs and put in new railings.  We are in 
the process of having the original steps repaired and we are continuing to fix the landscaping.  We still have several long 
term projects to complete.  The roof over the original church needs to be done in the next couple of years, and the heat-
ing system is old so we never know how long it will continue to keep us warm.   The organ seems to be doing well, so 
that can be put off until one of the last projects.  Thank you to everyone who has kept up on their giving.  If you have 
fallen behind, this might be a good time to catch up.  If you see something that needs to be attended to or have an idea 
that you would like to see come to fruition, please let a council member know.  This is our church and we want it around 
for a long time so that we can continue to do God’s work.   
 
~Carol Strano 

Upcoming October Sermon and Adult Forum Series 

October is often associated with St. Francis of Assisi and the tradition of blessing animals. This year, we are using all of 

October to cover all of Creation. Rich Lindstrom will be leading the Adult Forum through a fascinating Creation curric-

ulum. For those of you who were lucky enough to be part of Rich’s presentation of Selma, you know of Rich’s gift for 

teaching.  

The Worship Leaders will also be leading you through worship by exploring Creation: 

October 2, Theme: Science, John 1:1-9, Genesis 1:1-3, and Romans 1:20-23 

October 9, Theme: Earth, Genesis 1:1-19, Romans 8:18-25 

October 16, Theme: Animals, Genesis 1:20-25 

October 23, Theme: Humanity, Genesis 1:26-29, 4:2-16, Matthew 22:36-40 

October 30, Theme: Sabbath, Genesis 2:1-14 

It will be a challenge to top all this in November !! 
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Soup Kitchen 
On Saturday, October 15, we will be serving our 
neighbors at the Soup Kitchen.  Lasagna, bread, tossed 
salad and cake are on the menu.  If you would like to 
contribute to the meal, please sign up in the Entry Way 
or contact Todd Eames (hteames@gmail.com or text at 
761-3744). 
 
If you would like to help with preparation, serving, 
and /or cleanup, the Soup Kitchen is held at First Unit-
ed Methodist Church (corner of McKinley and Mon-
roe) in Endicott.  Preparation starts at 10:30 AM and 
the meal is served at noon. 

Dollars for Scholars “Jar” 
During the next several months, the “Dollars for 
Scholars” jar will be in the narthex.  The funds col-
lected ($$ put in the jar by any member wishing to 
support this project) will be sent to the Lutheran The-
ological Seminary in Philadelphia or Gettysburg 
(both ELCA Seminaries).  The cost of attending sem-
inary has increased greatly, pastors and leaders are 
coming out of seminary with great debts.  Pastors 
salaries don’t compare to the salaries of professionals 
in other fields, making it extremely difficult to pay 
off the debt.  Hopefully, over time we may consider 
including in our yearly budget a monthly stipend to 
be sent to one of the seminaries to be used by stu-
dents in seminary.  But for now, please remember the 
“Jar” in the narthex and feed it some $$.   

Can Tabs for Synod 
During the 2016 Synod Assembly in June, 354 pounds 
of aluminum can tabs were brought to the Assembly 
by individuals from many of the churches of our Up-
per NY ELCA Synod.  These tabs were taken (the 
story is that it took 2 car loads) to a local recycler, 
where $150.45 was received.  Those funds are to be 
divided between our two Synod sponsored camps, 
Vanderkamp and Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center, 
to provide scholarship funds for a child of color or 
one whose first language is not English to attend camp 
for a week.  Please take note of the glass container in 
the Narthex.  It is ready to receive any and all can 
tabs for the next year.  So please, save your tabs, 
bring them to church and toss into the glass container.   

Bake Sale for the Floating Hospital 
Bakers are needed for the October 9 bake sale at Sam's 
Club in Vestal.  All funds raised will be used to buy 
coats for The Floating Hospital.  You can bring your 
baked goods to church the morning of October 9, or 
Julie Sifert can arrange to pick them up. 
 
Volunteers are also needed to work at the bake sale - 
any two hour shift between 10:00 AM—6:00 PM. 
 
Call Julie with questions/ideas/to volunteer: 785-3697 
(H) or 429-9537 (text). 

Office Notes 

The office will be closed Tuesday, October 4.  

Hours for the remainder of that week will be  

Wednesday 8-2, Thursday and Friday 8-1.  Regular 

hours of 9-1 Tues-Fri will resume October 11. 

Help for 11:15 service 
Please consider joining the Worship Team for our 11:15 AM 
worship service. The duties of this team include being a 
greeter (passing out bulletins and greeting), passing the col-
lection plates, and assisting with communion. Communion 
people are responsible for breaking down and cleaning up at 
the end of the service. This only takes about 5-10 minutes.  
There are always 2 or more people scheduled together and a 
substitute is available if needed.   Everyone is scheduled for 
only one Sunday a month which is only possible if we have 
enough members.  Please consider being part of this worship 
experience on a regular basis or as an occasional substitute. 
You will receive training.  
 
Please see or contact Evelyn Goetz:  cell  607-760-8751, 
home  570-663-2809. 

Trunk-or-Treat !! 
Sunday, October 30, 6-8PM 

Last year, we had a great time in our parking lot with our decorated cars and costumes. This year, we plan to make it 
even better ! Bring your car, decorate it, and yourself(!) for another fun evening handing out treats to neighborhood kids 
along with other fun surprises. 
 
We will also need people to distribute door-hangers in the neighborhood in the week preceding October 30. Sign-up in 
the Narthex and join in the fun! 


