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God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday 
 
“Let’s go make scarecrows for God!!” 
 
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday, is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. This year, God’s work. Our Hands. Sunday is on 
September 11 (yes, the 15th anniversary of THE 9/11). This year, we are planning weekend-long opportunities to serve. 
We are joining with all four of the ELCA churches in Broome County: Christ the King is joining with Our Saviour, Re-
deemer, and Holy Nativity. 
 
On Saturday (September 10) at 7:30 AM at Redeemer, we need folks to help setup for their Chicken BBQ and Rummage 
Sale. Later in the day, 2:30-ish, they will need help to tear down the set-up. 
 
On Sunday (September 11), we will begin with a combined worship at Our Saviour in Endwell (Hooper Road, Endwell) 
at 10:00 AM. After worship, we will converge on the Discovery Center (Morgan Road, Binghamton, next door to the 
Ross Park Zoo) and work on a variety of projects for ALL AGES and ALL SKILL LEVELS. As Martin Luther likely 
would have said: “This will be a spectacular event!!” 
 
"The mission of The Discovery Center of the Southern Tier is to develop the intellectual, physical and emotional well-
being of the children of the Southern Tier through participatory exhibits and programs. These exhibits engage the senses, 
challenge the mind and offer a diverse framework for discovery in the arts, sciences and humanities."…AND WE GET 
TO HELP THEM!!!! 
 
We will all be wearing our bright gold God’s Work, Our Hands T-shirts and enveloping the Discovery Center with our 
usual glow of fellowship, service, and joy. Our specific projects will be both indoors and out, climbing ladders or sitting 
down, raking gardens or washing play areas, painting walls and making scarecrows. (Read that last part again!) YES!! 
YOU CAN HELP BUILD SCARECROWS!! The Discovery Center needs our help setting up Halloween decorations and 
displays in addition to general cleaning and maintenance.  
 
While a lot of supplies will be provided: If you want to paint, bring a paintbrush; if you want to rake, bring a rake; If you 
want to clean, bring some gloves; if you want fellowship, bring conversation. Service activities offer an opportunity for 
us to explore one of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in eve-
ry daily calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. 
 
 At 5:00 PM on Sunday, we will all gather together at CTK, for a special combined dinner-worship that will include 
Communion. Folks will be bringing dishes to share (we are Lutherans, after all!!). We will worship during our meal with 
a special communion service that will show the genuine “priesthood of all believers”.  
 
Sign-up for this momentous occasion on the Events board in the Entry Way! 
 
~ Todd Eames 
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GOD’S WORK—OUR HANDS 
September 10th and 11th, 2016 

A joint ministry venture between Our Saviour, Redeemer, Christ the King, and Holy Nativity Lutheran 
churches.  Sign up on the Events board in the Entry Way.   
 

BBQ/RUMMAGE SALE 
Saturday, September 10th  
At Redeemer, Binghamton 

7:30-9 AM set up 
9-2:30 BBQ/Rummage Sale 

2:30-4 PM clean up 
 

COMMISSIONING WORSHIP SERVICE 
Sunday, September 11th, 10 AM 

At Our Saviour, Endwell 
 

ALL AGE WORK PROJECT 
Sunday, September 11th, 11:30 AM 

Discovery Center, Binghamton 
 

CELEBRATION DINNER & SERVICE 
Sunday, September 11th, 5 PM 

At Christ the King, Vestal 
 

Thank You Thrivent Financial! 
Thrivent Financial is a faith-based, not for profit, fraternal insurance company, and 
open to all members of the Christian faith.  any activities at our church and in our 
community have been financially supported by monetary grants from Thrivent, in-
cluding our recent participation in University Fest.  Thank you, Thrivent! 
 
For more information on the company’s products and services, please contact Brian P. 
Schendel at 607-687-5373 or brian.schendel@thrivent.com .  If you have a project 
coming up at church or in the community contact Rick Westfall at least 30 days be-
fore the event and he will apply for some startup money from Thrivent. You may con-
tact Rick by email at rdwnick@aol.com.  
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Soup Kitchen 
On Saturday, September 17, we will be serving our 
neighbors at the Soup Kitchen.  Stews, soups, bread, 
tossed salad and dessert are on the menu.  If you would 
like to contribute to the meal, please sign up in the En-
try Way or contact Todd Eames (hteames@gmail.com 
or text at 761-3744). 
 
If you would like to help with preparation, serving, 
and /or cleanup, the Soup Kitchen is held at First Unit-
ed Methodist Church (corner of McKinley and Mon-
roe) in Endicott.  Preparation starts at 10:30 AM and 
the meal is served at noon. 

Dollars for Scholars “Jar” 
During the next several months, the “Dollars for 
Scholars” jar will be in the narthex.  The funds col-
lected ($$ put in the jar by any member wishing to 
support this project) will be sent to the Lutheran The-
ological Seminary in Philadelphia or Gettysburg 
(both ELCA Seminaries).  The cost of attending sem-
inary has increased greatly, pastors and leaders are 
coming out of seminary with great debts.  Pastors 
salaries don’t compare to the salaries of professionals 
in other fields, making it extremely difficult to pay 
off the debt.  Hopefully, over time we may consider 
including in our yearly budget a monthly stipend to 
be sent to one of the seminaries to be used by stu-
dents in seminary.  But for now, please remember the 
“Jar” in the narthex and feed it some $$.   

Can Tabs for Synod 
During the 2016 Synod Assembly in June, 354 pounds 
of aluminum can tabs were brought to the Assembly 
by individuals from many of the churches of our Up-
per NY ELCA Synod.  These tabs were taken (the 
story is that it took 2 car loads) to a local recycler, 
where $150.45 was received.  Those funds are to be 
divided between our two Synod sponsored camps, 
Vanderkamp and Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center, 
to provide scholarship funds for a child of color or 
one whose first language is not English to attend camp 
for a week.  Please take note of the glass container in 
the Narthex.  It is ready to receive any and all can 
tabs for the next year.  So please, save your tabs, 
bring them to church and toss into the glass container.   

Friends Dinner 
The next Friends Dinner hosted by Christ the 
King will be held on Tuesday September 6 at 
5:30 PM.  The Friends Dinner is a weekly 
dinner for individuals with HIV and AIDS 
that is hosted by various churches in the 
community and is held at Trinity Memorial 
Episcopal Church in Binghamton. 
 
The menu for the next dinner includes baked 
ziti, salad, bread, and dessert.  There will be 
a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center, if 
you would like to contribute to the meal and/
or help to serve the dinner.  If you have ques-
tions, contact Angie Crawford (727-6497), 
Kelli Cruise (349-8557), or Carol Strano 
(725-6635). 

Bake Sale for the Floating Hospital 
Bakers needed for the October 9 bake sale at Sam's 
Club in Vestal.  All funds raised will be used to buy 
coats for The Floating Hospital.  You can bring your 
baked goods to church the morning of October 9, or 
Julie Sifert can arrange to pick them up. 
 
Volunteers are also needed to work at the bake sale - 
any two hour shift between 10:00 AM—6:00 PM. 
 
Call Julie with questions/ideas/to volunteer: 785-3697 
(H) or 429-9537 (text). 

Blessing of the Backpacks  
It is that time of year again – the start of the new school year. 
It is a season of hope and excitement and a little fear of the 
unknown. On Sunday, September 4, Christ the King  will 
once again bless the backpacks of all students, teacher or sup-
port personnel. So bring in your backpacks, tote bags, gym 
bags, or briefcases for a blessing. May you have a blessed 
2016 – 2017 school year! 
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Christ the King Lutheran Church 
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Pastor –  
 
Church Administrator — Marsha Pulz 
 marsha@ctkvestal.org 
Music Director – Jim Ford 
 jrfme2000@yahoo.com 
Nursery Staff- Jane Davis 
Sexton- Gary Robertson 

 

Congregational Council 

President: Rachel Schwartz 

Vice-President: Carol Strano 

Secretary: Rich Lindstrom 

Treasurer: Eric Donaldson 

Joe Brunt Debbie Doyle 

Todd Eames  Karen Erdman 

Kathy Leonard 

 

Financial Secretary: Phil Roberts 

Christ The King 
Lutheran Church 
499 Plaza Drive 
Vestal NY 13850 

 
Phone: 607-729-2688 

 
Christ the King is Full of... 

Hearts Loved By God 
Hands to Serve All 

Through Jesus Christ 
 

We are a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation.  We are called by 
Christ to care for, love, under-
stand, and listen to each other, 
regardless of race, age, gender 
and gender identities, marital 
status, physical and mental abili-
ties, sexual orientations, national 
origin, or economic status. 

Worship Schedule 

 

Sundays: 

 

Classic Worship at 9:00 AM 

 

Education Hour at 10:10 AM 

 

Progressive Worship at 

11:15AM 

 

 

 

 

 

Find us on the interwebs: 

www.ctkvestal.org 

www.facebook.com/ctkvestal 

@ctkvestal 

September 2016 HERALD Page 4 

Notes from Music Director Jim Ford 
The CTK Church Council and I are very excited about the upcoming performance by Bill Carter and the Presbybop 
Sextet here in our Sanctuary on Sunday, October 2nd at 4:00 p.m. This will be more than just a jazz concert. Pianist Bill 
Carter, an ordained Presbyterian minister, uses his musical gifts “as a means of reaching people with the good news of 
God's grace, peace, and joy. His jazz ministry has received national recognition, and has served as a model for integrat-
ing the arts in Christian ministry.” (to quote from the website www.presbybop.com) We really want to spread the word 
about this not-to-be-missed event. Several individuals have already donated toward the fee for these first-rate musi-
cians. A free will offering will be taken at the performance with the entire amount to be donated to CHOW. Thrivent is 
making a contribution to cover the cost of a post-performance reception. Money over and above expenses for the recep-
tion will go to CHOW. We thank Rick Westfall for arranging Thrivent's contribution. 
 
Our regular rehearsals for the CTK Choir will resume on Wednesday, September 14th at 7:00 p.m. The Good News 
Band will start rehearsing again on Saturday, September 17th at 10:00 a.m. And special thanks go to all those who have 
enhanced our worship services during the summer months by sharing their musical talent! 

 

Tuesday AM Bible Study Group 
Facilitator : Jan Prentice 
Women from various denominations 
Starting date: Tuesday, September 13th 
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM  
Fireplace Room CTK 
Information:  Call Church office or 
    Liz Bakenhus (607) 797-1826 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Starting date: Thursday, September 15th 
9:30 AM to 11:30 AM  
CTK Cafe 
Information: Call Church office or 
    Margie King (570) 663-2674 

Friday AM Bible Study Group 
Facilitator : Evelyn Goetz 
Starting date: Friday, September 16th 
10:00 AM to 12 Noon 
Information: Call Church office or 
    Evelyn Goetz: (570) 663-2809 

Men’s Group 
Ongoing Saturdays 
8:00 AM to 10:00 AM 
Fireplace Room CTK 
Information: Call Church office or  
   Dave Banner ((607) 341-4122 

Sunday School and Youth Group Kick-off 
We will kick-off a fun year of Sunday School and youth group with snacks, games, and crafts on Sunday, September 
18.   More details to come but make sure to save the date! 
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