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Christ the King is Full of... 

Hearts Loved By God 
Hands to Serve All 

Through Jesus Christ 
 

We are a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation.  We are called by 
Christ to care for, love, under-
stand, and listen to each other, 
regardless of race, age, gender 
and gender identities, marital 
status, physical and mental abili-
ties, sexual orientations, national 
origin, or economic status. 
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Sundays through Labor Day: 

10:00 AM  Worship 
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I’ve not been in worship on Sundays these past couple months. Many of you may know, I coach a softball team 
with girls who are 12 years old and younger. During much of June and all of July, it’s All-Star season: we play 
in tournaments every weekend crisscrossing Broome County. We have had games on every Sunday at the same 
time we worship at Christ the King. I know I’m not alone with the struggle to get to worship each summer Sun-
day at 10:00 AM. 
 
Studies have revealed that youth sports are the most common reason for families to not attend church on Sun-
days. Some have even said that Americans have turned sports at all levels into an idol that is replacing God. For 
some families, that may be an unfortunate truth. But, I think it is not necessarily an automatic truth for all. Some 
have contended that trading sports for worship attendance is removing a family from the Body of Christ. Others 
have said that sports do not keep the Sabbath holy. Still others are bitter because worship attendance is down and 
they need to blame somebody else. But, just as with Monday morning at the office, a Sunday morning sports 
team can be your mission field. 
 
Praising God in all you do, has no limit to a certain time, or a certain row, or a certain sanctuary. There is no 
time that does not belong to God. Every team bench can be a pew. Every lined field, court, rink, or stage can be 
a sanctuary for God. No matter the turf, being the hands and feet of Jesus is our exact assignment as Christians. 
Not only is that being a vital part of the Body of Christ, but it is actually serving to add to God’s Kingdom. 
 
Sharing joys in successes, and encouragement in failures. Taking the control away from Fear. Showing what 
Grace means in victory, as well as defeat. Mercy (…‘nuff said). Exercising patience with yourself and your 
team. The next play, the next pitch, the next swing, the next catch, the next inning, the next game is the only one 
that matters anymore; you can’t change the past. Getting back up just one more time. It is just a game, and we 
will get ice cream afterwards. I both teach and learn (and re-learn) all these and more. I see my team as a mis-
sion field, and I am theirs as well. 
 
That hour (or so) we spend each Sunday morning worshipping God, should be just like the other 144 hours we 
get from Monday to Saturday. Whether your softball diamond is an office, a customer service counter, an exam-
ining room, a theater, a conference room, or wherever you find yourself – the ground between your two feet is 
your mission field. Teach Grace, Mercy, and Love to all you encounter. When you do, at the end of the day, you 
will find you have learned even more about the meanings of Grace, Mercy, and Love.  
 
~Todd Eames 
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Extraordinary Masterpieces 
 
One of the first devotions we did at work camp this year centered around Ephesians 2:10; "For we are God's 
masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.”  
What a way to open the week! CTK sent 7 kids to work camp this year, including 3 first-timers.  Even some of 
the campers who had gone to work camp before were nervous about what the week would bring, so grounding 
them in the reminder that we all are masterpieces with so many gifts to share definitely helped everyone get off 
on the right foot.  
 
For much of the week we focused on being Extraordinary, being bold, and seeing God in each other and the 
world around us.  Many times we read and focused on Acts 4:13; "The members of the council were amazed 
when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they could see that they were ordinary men with no special 
training in the scriptures. They also recognized them as men who had been with Jesus.”  Ordinary men with no 
special training accomplishing big bold things... if that doesn't sum up work camp, I don't know what does.  
There were countless extraordinary things happening to and because of these "ordinary" teenagers during the 
week, and it is so obvious to me they have been with Jesus.  Our teens brought joy to each other, to other camp-
ers, and to the residents whose homes they worked on. They worshipped together joyfully and enthusiastically, 
and each of them led and participated in devotions.  They worked hard to see God in new ways, asking and con-
templating difficult questions about God in their lives at work camp and back home.  Each one of them grew 
closer to God at work camp this year.  The passion they put into everything they did this week was extraordi-
nary, and it was my extraordinary privilege and pleasure to be with them.  
 
None of this would have been possible without the unconditional support of our congregation.  Your generosity 
during our fundraising was unbelievable.  Your prayers were absolutely felt and appreciated during our trip.  I 
have told the kids to thank the congregation, but if you feel so called, you can all thank a work camper too–they 
made us all so proud in everything they did. Ordinary teens–God's masterpieces in their own right–were nothing 
short of extraordinary. We can all learn from them.  
 
~Rachel Schwartz   

Pastor Hanssen Memorial Service 
 

A memorial service for Pastor George D. Hanssen, founding pastor of Christ 
the King, will be held Saturday, August 13 at 1:00 PM at Emanuel Lutheran 
Church in Pleasantville, New York.  A reception with a light luncheon will 
follow. 
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Soup Kitchen 
On Saturday, August 20, we will be serving our neigh-
bors at the Soup Kitchen.  Cold cut sandwiches, chips, 
macaroni and potato salads, watermelon, and ice cream 
are on the menu.  If you would like to contribute to the 
meal, please sign up in the Entry Way or contact Todd 
Eames (hteames@gmail.com or text at 761-3744). 
 
If you would like to help with preparation, serving, 
and /or cleanup, the Soup Kitchen is held at First Unit-
ed Methodist Church (corner of McKinley and Mon-
roe) in Endicott.  Preparation starts at 10:30 AM and 
the meal is served at noon. 

Save the Date – October 2 
Bill Carter and the Presbybop Sextet will be in concert here 
on Sunday, October 2.  Be sure to save the date as you 
won’t want to miss it!   Donations towards the concert are 
appreciated and can be placed in the offering plate.  Be 
sure to put “Concert” on your donation.  If you have any 
questions, please see Jim Ford. 
 

 

CHOW Blue Barrel 

The CHOW barrel is almost full! Once it is full, the Com-
munity Hunger Outreach Warehouse will distribute it to 
needy families.  Some examples of items they can use are: 
cold cereal, peanut butter and jelly, oatmeal, instant pota-
toes, pork and beans, tuna fish, mac and cheese, and juice. 
Bring your donations (no glass containers, please) to the 
blue barrel located in the Entry Way. 

Fall Activities — Thinking about fall in August?  The 

next monthly newsletter will be the September Herald and 

will include articles about small groups, fall events, and 

fall activities.  If you have something to add, articles are 

due Tuesday, August 23. 

Dollars for Scholars “Jar” 
During the next several months, the “Dollars for Scholars” jar will be in the narthex.  The funds collected ($$ put in the 
jar by any member wishing to support this project) will be sent to the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia or 
Gettysburg (both ELCA Seminaries).  The cost of attending seminary has increased greatly, pastors and leaders are com-
ing out of seminary with great debts.  Pastors salaries don’t compare to the salaries of professionals in other fields, mak-
ing it extremely difficult to pay off the debt.  Hopefully, over time we may consider including in our yearly budget a 
monthly stipend to be sent to one of the seminaries to be used by students in seminary.  But for now, please remember 
the “Jar” in the narthex and feed it some $$.   


