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Living Generously… 
 
I know many of us have heard the word “Thrivent” tossed around in church, in the narthex or during the coffee 
hour, in the parking lot, at Church Council meetings, and probably even small groups. But, has anyone noticed 
the words that consistently surround those mentions? It seems that it is always accompanied by “supported”, 
“donated”, “supplemented”, “sponsored”, “gave us”, and “contributed” along with their synonyms and some 
serious amounts of cash. While we hear about these individual occasions, I’ve not heard anyone really ever 
wrap-up what Thrivent does. Allow me to run some numbers for you… 
 
Across the country, in 2015, Thrivent directed $100.3 million to people in need, churches and other nonprofits, 
and Thrivent members helped raise $103.6 million more. That's $203.9 million in total outreach. Thrivent 
members don't just raise money. They raise people up by building homes, serving food, assisting a neighbor in 
need and more. So far, 41,329 members and others participated in Thrivent Action Team and other member 
activities across New York resulting in 186,349 volunteer hours. Funds raised through these local activities 
total $2,106,395 which was combined with $400,431 from Thrivent to increase the impact. So far, 3,163 peo-
ple were involved, along with the Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity program, in building 3 homes 
and repairing another 28 in our State which impacted 68 individuals. So far, 5,606 members in New York di-
rected $936,087 in Choice Dollars to 1,120 enrolled churches and organizations. 
 
In our congregation, since just 2015, Thrivent has supported our congregation’s missions in the following 
ways: TWICE donated $250 for the rummage sale to beautify the front of the church; donated $250 for our 
Neighborhood Outreach Picnic and fun day; contributed $250 to our monthly Soup Kitchen (another $250 is 
coming this Fall); TWICE gave $250 to the Floating Hospital mission for coats; TWICE gave $250 for 
Thanksgiving Community dinners at CTK. Thrivent has also supported our Youth mission to Work Camp with 
$1,250 total across five events and sponsorship activities.  
 
Thrivent also donates t-shirts for folks to wear who are working an event, or just to give away to those in at-
tendance. Those demure blue, but oh-so-comfortable t-shirts have just two words on their front: Live Gener-
ously. It’s a simple message that is backed up by strong support of our missions. It’s a modest thought of an 
organization that clearly walks that talk. I thought you might want to know a little more behind the words we 
often hear, “Thrivent”.  
 

~ Todd Eames 
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Needed: Work Camp Prayer Partners 
The Work Campers thank you for your continued support and partnership as we prepare 
for this year’s week of rebuilding homes. There are 6 youth and 3 adults eagerly await-
ing their departure to Buffalo on July 10. One of the final preparations for the trip is to 
find prayer partners for each youth and adult going to Work Camp, as well as the fami-
lies of the adults. This new venture is perhaps one of the most important.  The prayer 
support they will receive will be crucial, and we are hoping to have each participant 
matched with someone who they know will pray for them each day. We would love for 
you to be a part of this ministry. If you are interested or have any questions, please con-
tact Rachel Schwartz. 

Summer Fellowship 
 
It's summer, and once again CTK has moved to a single combined worship service at 10AM on Sunday morn-
ings.  You may have noticed slight differences in our combined service from last summer. Our worship team sought 
to make the service even more blended, incorporating many elements from both first and second services.  We hope 
this makes everyone feel welcome and engaged in worshipping God together.   
 
If you have seen the most recent edition of the Living Lutheran, or our Facebook page, you may have noticed some 
chatter about not being welcoming anymore. The article calls for a change in thinking towards being an “inviting” 
church, instead of one focused primarily on hosting visitors.  To quote Pastor Rob Moss,  
 

"Welcoming, from a missional perspective, is passive. It denotes waiting for visitors and guests to drop 
by.  Inviting is different. Inviting is active. Being an inviting church means that we leave the comfort of Sun-
day morning worship and seek out our neighbors. Being an inviting church starts with who God has called us 
to be as church and mandates joining God at work in the world".  

 
An inviting church is one that draws people to it because of God’s presence in worship, fellowship and all other 
events and occasions. People come to an inviting church, and stay, because they find God there.  
 
God is so alive in our congregation. His presence is obvious anytime we are together at church, but how many of us 
have joined together outside of Sunday mornings?  Been a part of events like our wine tour, outdoor movies, picnics, 
or Trunk or Treating?  God has been with us in those settings as well, and they have all been opportunities to share 
our faith and share the Good News of God's love. Have you participated in any of our fellowship activities recent-
ly?  Invited a friend or neighbor to join you?   
 
Do you have any ideas for fellowship activities you would like to see happen? Write them on a blue card, tell a coun-
cil member or worship leader, or put something in the suggestion box.  As Lutherans, the E-word (evangelism... Shh!) 
is tough to talk about, and even tougher to do. So let's not think of it as evangelism.  It's just getting together with our 
friends, and inviting more friends to come along! 
 
The full article from the Living Lutheran can be found at: 
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2016/06/will-no-longer-welcoming-church/  
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Soup Kitchen 
On Saturday, July 16, we will be serving our neighbors at 
the Soup Kitchen.  Burgers, rolls, potato salad, tossed 
salad and Klondike bars are on the menu.  If you would 
like to contribute to the meal, please sign up in the Entry 
Way or contact Todd Eames (hteames@gmail.com or 
text at 761-3744). 
 
If you would like to help with preparation, serving, and /
or cleanup, the Soup Kitchen is held at First United 
Methodist Church (corner of McKinley and Monroe) in 
Endicott.  Preparation starts at 10:30 AM and the meal is 
served at noon. 

Rummage/Bake Sale Wrap-Up 
Thank you for the tremendous support of the Rummage and Bake Sale.  A special thank 
you to those who volunteered their time to make the sale a big success.  This year, $2,647 
was raised!  The money will be placed in the Kitchen Fund to be used for landscaping 
(which is in progress) and other future projects. 

Friends Dinner 
The next Friends Dinner hosted by Christ the King will 
be held on Tuesday, July 5 at 5:30 PM.  The Friends 
Dinner is a weekly dinner for individuals with HIV and 
AIDS that is hosted by various churches in the commu-
nity and is held at Trinity Memorial Episcopal Church 
in Binghamton.  The menu for the dinner includes ham-
burgers, potato salad, chips, and dessert.  There will be 
a sign-up sheet in the entrance hall, if you would like to 
contribute to the meal and/or help to serve the dinner.  
If you have questions, contact Angie Crawford (727-
6497), Kelli Cruise (349-8557), or Carol Strano (725-
6635). 
 

Call Committee Update 
The Call Committee is still meeting together, but now much of the process is confiden-
tial. Please continue to keep us and the Synod in your prayers as we search for our next 
Pastor.   
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