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Christ the King is Full of... 

Hearts Loved By God 
Hands to Serve All 

Through Jesus Christ 
 

We are a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation.  We are called by 
Christ to care for, love, under-
stand, and listen to each other, 
regardless of race, age, gender 
and gender identities, marital 
status, physical and mental abili-
ties, sexual orientations, national 
origin, or economic status. 

 

Worship Schedule 

 

Sunday, June 5: 

9:00 AM  Classic Worship 

10:10 AM  Education Hour 

11:15 AM  Progressive Worship 

 

Sundays Beginning June 12: 

10:00 AM  Worship 

 

 

 

 

Find us on the interwebs: 

www.ctkvestal.org 

www.facebook.com/ctkvestal 

@ctkvestal 

June 2016 The Herald 

Our Mission Site Profile is complete! 
 

The completion of the Mission Site Profile (MSP) is a major step in our transition to calling a new pastor. The experience of 
gathering the necessary information proved to yield valuable insights from the many candid conversations (formal and in-
formal), our sharing of hopes for our congregation, clarifying our vision, and discernment of the directions and path laid out 
by the Holy Spirit. I believe this was a healthy process and managed very, very well by the Call Committee. Feel free to 
give them a Holy Hug, and a hearty “Thank You!” when you see each of them: Christy Banner, Arlene de Vera, Dennis 
Chapman, Christine Knapp, Shona Forsyth, Tammy Gow, Jody Fiorentino, Bob Bowen, Len Lindenmuth, and Rachel 
Schwartz. 
 
Here are a few of the excerpts from our MSP: 

Our purpose is to love God and to serve all through a growing relationship with Jesus Christ. 
CTK was instrumental in providing the seed money to create the Ramp it up Program, which builds home wheelchair 

ramps for the disabled in Broome County. 
When presented with the needs of homeless children in New York City, CTK stepped up with a yearly coat drive to 

support the Floating Hospital. 
Our Prayer Shawl group knits prayer shawls, lap robes, and prayer squares for people in our congregation and commu-

nity for comfort during times of crisis or illness. 
Members of our congregation led by our Men's group support a local soup kitchen by providing the menu, food, and 

workers once a month. 
Our youth along with adult volunteers participate in a week-long mission trip through the Work Camp program each 

summer.  
We believe in supporting and encouraging our youth. 
We strongly believe in inclusivity and to that end we are a Reconciling In Christ congregation. 
An active seniors group engages in fundraising in the form of bake sales and rummage sales to address specific church 

needs. 
We plan to continue to expand our outreach programs to include working with area churches for a wider reach into the 

community.  
Our proximity to Binghamton University gives us an opportunity to develop a relationship with the campus and to es-

tablish a campus ministry program.  
Our congregation is excited about our lay leadership stepping up in many areas. We hope that this involvement will 

continue under the new pastor.  
Our lay leadership is strong and active as evidenced by an energetic and innovative church council, active small groups, 

and committed Deacons and lay leaders. 
We are excited about creating more fellowship opportunities. 
We are excited about involving the youth in more activities around the church. 
We welcome ideas that are provoking and challenging 
We are obviously Lutheran in identity and practice. 
We rely on group decision-making. 
 

Any one of these are amazing qualities fo.r a community of faith; but, we have them ALL!! But, the one sentence in the 
MSP that I think draws each one of us to Christ the King each week, the primary idea that compels us to “choose church” 
and to pass so many other churches every Sunday on our way to 499 Plaza Drive, is: “Our members rise to any opportunity 
to take care of each other with food, prayer, love, and support.” If that does not define us as a family, I do not know what 
would. We rock !! 
 
~ Todd Eames 
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LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 
 – Bishop Elizabeth Eaton  (originally appeared in the May 2016 issue of Living Lutheran) 
 
 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is 
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the proph-
ets” (Matthew 22:36-40). 
 
At the end of March, I spent a delightful week with the bishop and rostered leaders of the Montana Synod at their annu-
al theological conference. The added bonus was that we were joined by the bishop and clergy of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Montana and by Michael Curry, presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church. There are many things that are unique to 
our particular traditions, but it became clear that we share a whole lot more. At one point during a presentation, Curry 
leaned over to me and said that if he closed his eyes he would swear that he was at one of his own meetings. 
 
During the convocation two participants, one Lutheran and one Episcopalian, noted that other civic and religious lead-
ers had issued statements about the need for civil discourse during this election season, and they wondered if the leaders 
of the ELCA and Episcopal Church could do the same. Both were clear that they didn’t want a political statement or an 
endorsement of any party or candidate. They just felt that some of the rhetoric was no longer appealing to our better 
selves, but was opening a door to division and suspicion. They wanted to know if their faith communities could speak a 
word to our people that could bring some clarity and hope. 
 
It’s worth noting that the first part of the First Amendment has to do with religious freedom: “Congress shall make no 
law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” By the time of the Bill of Rights, 
the United States was already home to those who had been at least hindered in their religious life because of established 
religions in former countries and in this country. Dissenters from England, Roman Catholics and Quakers faced opposi-
tion and suppression from the state. The First Amendment was intended to keep the government out of religion. It was-
n’t intended to keep the religious community from speaking to or participating in government. 
 
Lutherans don’t withdraw from the world. Martin Luther believed that people of faith have a duty to participate in the 
political sphere and, when necessary, to call civil authorities to account. He also offered this helpful explanation of the 
Eighth Commandment: “We are to fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about our neighbors, betray or slander 
them, or destroy their reputations. Instead we are to come to their defense, speak well of them, and interpret everything 
they do in the best possible light” (Small Catechism). 
 
Now to the issue of civil discourse during this political season. I understand that the world is a dangerous place; I un-
derstand that many in our country feel left behind and left out. There are legitimate security, foreign policy and domes-
tic policy concerns. Candidates and political parties have the duty to speak to these concerns and make the case for their 
platform. 
 
During the theological gathering, Curry held up Jesus’ answer to the lawyer that love of God and love of neighbor, and 
the standard by which we treat others, should be the way we engage society. Political speech that doesn’t ensure that the 
“other” is treated with the same respect and care that we would wish for our own brother or sister or father or mother is 
not what God intends for God’s beloved community. 
We are Easter people. We have been redeemed by the indescribably beautiful act of love on the cross. I ask that we, and 
those seeking office, would remember that we are entrusted with a redeemed world, and we must always remember that 
those who disagree with us are also those for whom Christ died. 
  
A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Her email ad-
dress: bishop@elca.org. 

Beginning Sunday, June 12 there will be one 

worship service on Sundays at 10:00 AM. 
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Soup Kitchen 
On Saturday, June 18, we will be serving our neighbors 
at the Soup Kitchen.  Spiedies, rolls, potato salad, tossed 
salad and watermelon are on the menu.  If you would like 
to contribute to the meal, please sign up in the Entry Way 
or contact Todd Eames (hteames@gmail.com or text at 
761-3744). 
 
If you would like to help with preparation, serving, and /
or cleanup, the Soup Kitchen is held at First United 
Methodist Church (corner of McKinley and Monroe) in 
Endicott.  Preparation starts at 10:30 AM and the meal is 
served at noon. 

Office Note 
Marsha is going on vacation so there will be a 
change in office hours for two weeks starting Me-
morial Day.   
 

5/30: Office closed 
5/31 & 6/1: Office open 8-2 

6/2-6/8: Office closed 
6/9 & 6/10: Office open 8-2 

 
Regular office hours of 9-1 Tuesday – Friday will 
resume on June 14. 

From our Music Director 
June 5th marks the final Sunday with both 9:00 AM and 11:15 
AM services before we go to one service at 10:00 AM for the 
summer months. I'd like to take this opportunity to thank the 
members of the CTK Choir and the Good News Band who 
will have a well-deserved break from regular weekly rehears-
als and participation in our services. They come early before 
each service (the CTK Choir at 8:15 AM) for a run-through 
of the music selection(s) for the day, and then use their God-
given talent to enhance our worship at Christ the King. 
 
To all...Thank you so much!                                                                                                               
     
Sincerely, 
Jim Ford 
       

   

 
  CTK's First Annual Neighborhood Picnic 
    June 12th 

 
 

 Everyone is invited to join in the fun as we extend an invitation to our neighborhood for a picnic. We'll have food, yard 
games, a bounce-house, the largest sidewalk chalk mural you've ever seen, and host an open house of our church for the 
neighbors. Sign-ups are in the narthex. 

Sunflower Park  
On June 5, MaryLou from Redeemer will be talking to us 
about the work, ministries, and mission going on at Sun-
flower Park on the West Side. She will be speaking be-
tween services in the Cafe. Please join us to find out the 
exciting work God is doing there and how we might be a 
part of it. 

Thrivent Financial – Thrivent Financial is a faith-based, not for profit, fraternal insurance company, and open to all members 
of the Christian faith.  The company has been in business for over 110 years, offering several types of life and disability insur-
ance; annuity products; mutual funds; retirement and gifting accounts, financial planning and long-term care insurance.  Many 
activities at our church and in our community have been financially supported by monetary grants from Thrivent.  For more 
information on the company’s products and services, or to inquire on how our church can benefit from their programs, please 
contact Brian P. Schendel at 607-687-5373 or brian.schendel@thrivent.com .  If you have a project coming up at church or in 
the community contact Rick Westfall at least 30 days before the event and he will apply for some startup money from 
Thrivent. Be sure to let him know all of the info–who, what, when, where and why.  You may contact Rick by email at 
rdwnick@aol.com.  
 

A big “thank you” to Rick Westfall for his work in making this happen! 
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