
 

499 Plaza Drive 

Vestal, NY 13850 

 

 

Christ the King Lutheran Church 

Staff 

Pastor –  
 
Church Administrator — Marsha Pulz 
 marsha@ctkvestal.org 
Music Director – Jim Ford 
 jrfme2000@yahoo.com 
Nursery Staff- Jane Davis 
Sexton- Gary Robertson 

 

Congregational Council 

President: Rachel Schwartz 

Vice-President: Carol Strano 

Secretary: Rich Lindstrom 

Treasurer: Eric Donaldson 

Joe Brunt Debbie Doyle 

Todd Eames  Karen Erdman 

Kathy Leonard 

 

Financial Secretary: Phil Roberts 

Christ The King 
Lutheran Church 
499 Plaza Drive 
Vestal NY 13850 

 
Phone: 607-729-2688 

 
Christ the King is Full of... 

Hearts Loved By God 
Hands to Serve All 

Through Jesus Christ 
 

We are a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation.  We are called by 
Christ to care for, love, under-
stand, and listen to each other, 
regardless of race, age, gender 
and gender identities, marital 
status, physical and mental abili-
ties, sexual orientations, national 
origin, or economic status. 

 

Worship Schedule 

 

Sunday: 

9:00 AM  Classic Worship 

10:10 AM  Education Hour 

11:15 AM  Progressive Worship 

 

 

 

Find us on the interwebs: 

www.ctkvestal.org 

www.facebook.com/ctkvestal 

@ctkvestal 
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During this election season, flaming tongues has taken a new spin from what Acts 2 describes: 
  

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.” 

 
During this time of Transition, our church has come to be more in relationship with the Holy Spirit. Cer-
tainly, we’ve been more willing and open to the Holy Spirit’s call. Beginning this month, we will be em-
barking on another cool sermon series through parts of the Acts of the Apostles (a.k.a., The Book of 
Acts). We will continue after Pentecost to explore what the Holy Spirit did with the First Church. How did 
it transform a small band of scared men and strong women into what we now call Christianity? We’ll be 
jumping into the practice of intentional prayer. We’ll explore the ministry and person of the Holy Spirit. 
We’ll talk about having our mission empowered by the Holy Spirit and how we respond to that empower-
ment. We will seek to grow in a stronger relationship with the Holy Spirit. We’ll consider a life with radi-
cal and extravagant generosity. We’ll look to serve with a holy boldness.   
 
As we prepare to call a new Pastor (yes, that day will come as God wills), we should begin to re-think 
what it means to “be church”. We need to more fully understand what it means when Bishop Eaton says, 
“We are church, we are Lutheran, we are church together, and we are church for the sake of the world.” 
This almost-re-formation seems a natural and logical “next step”, that should not only be a regular cycle, 
but certainly should occur during times of change. We are not the same church we were at our founding. 
We are not the same church we were when the Ridley’s were here. We are not the same church as we 
were during Pastor Norma’s ministry. We are not the same church we were when you read the last Herald. 
But, we should seek to clearly (re)define what that means, and who we are meant to be as a community of 
faith. Amen. 
 

~Todd Eames 

Mother’s Day—Sunday, May 8 
 

On Sunday, May 8th there will be a combined worship service at 10:00 AM.  
 

Following worship, the Men's Group is sponsoring a light breakfast 
 in the narthex in honor of Mother's Day.  

mailto:marsha@ctkvestal.org
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ELCA World Hunger Appeal 
Your Upstate NY Synod World Hunger Team invites you to participate in the 17th annual appeal.  The 
theme of this year’s campaign is God’s Peace, Your Piece. We long for world peace, yet we are bombarded 
daily with news of escalating conflict and violence. What can we do? Some say a world without hunger 
would be a world at peace. True or not, a world without hunger is a goal worth pursuing. ELCA World Hun-
ger provides help and hope for millions of people in the U.S. and worldwide. You are part of that effort. Still, 
many of our neighbors around the world and in our local communities lack the basic necessities of life 
―nutritious food, clean water, adequate shelter, access to health care, and opportunities for quality education 
and employment.  Your piece (prayers, gifts, and action) will increase awareness and provide much needed 
funding for:  
 

• Domestic Hunger Grants for congregations/organizations working to alleviate hunger in the Upstate 
New York Synod and across the U.S. 
• Development projects around the world helping people help themselves through training and assis-
tance 
 • Emergency relief in times of disaster 
 • Education and advocacy to address systemic causes of hunger and poverty. 
 

Please place your contribution in the offering plate.  If writing a check, make it out to Christ the King and 
designate it as a gift to ELCA Hunger.  If putting in cash, place in an envelope with the same designa-
tion.   CTK’s total contribution will be given at Synod Assembly in early June. 

  

Sunday School Helper Needed 
We are in need of an extra set of hands for Sun-
day School for May and beyond.  It is church 
policy that there are two adults in the room dur-
ing Sunday School so we need you!  You can 
sign up for one Sunday, a month of Sundays, 
the whole school year – whatever works for 
your schedule!  The lessons and projects are 
already prepared - we just need some volunteers 
to show up with a smile and willingness to 
help.  Please see Meg Burczynski 
(ferreem@live.com, 725-3113) if you are will-
ing to help.     
 

Progressive Team Members Needed 
We are in need of more members for the Worship 
Helpers Team for the Progressive Service. The duties 
of this team include:  being a greeter (passing out bul-
letins and greeting), passing the collection plates, and 
assisting with and the breakdown of communion at 
the end of the service. There are always two or more 
people scheduled together.  Every attempt is made to 
schedule everyone for only one Sunday a month and 
this is only possible if we have enough members.  
Please consider being part of this worship experience 
on a regular basis or as an occasional substitute. You 
will receive all the necessary instructions.  See or 
contact Evelyn Goetz (570-663-2809 or cell 607-760-
8751). 

 

VBS Calling 
Are you interested in helping with Vacation Bible School this summer?  We are currently just 
beginning the planning phase - deciding when/ how, etc.  We are looking at some curriculums, 
and Council is beginning to discuss if/ how we may partner with other area churches for VBS 
as well.  We are not asking for any time commitment right now, just looking for people to help 
continue the discussion of what VBS will be.  If you are interested in being involved in VBS in 
any way please see Rachel Schwartz.   
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Soup Kitchen 
On Saturday, May 21, we will be serving our neigh-
bors at the Soup Kitchen.  Casseroles, broccoli, 
brownies and ice cream are on the menu.  If you 
would like to provide casseroles or brownies, please 
sign up in the Entry Way or contact Todd Eames 
(hteames@gmail.com or text at 761-3744). 
 
If you would like to help with preparation, serving, 
and /or cleanup, the Soup Kitchen is held at First 
United Methodist Church (corner of McKinley and 
Monroe) in Endicott.  Preparation starts at 10:30 AM 
and the meal is served at noon. 

Rummage and Bake Sale 
May 27 9AM – 3PM 
 May 28 9AM – 1PM 

 
Our annual Rummage and Bake Sale is this month! Set up for 
the sale will be Monday 5/23 -Thursday 5/26.  Donations can 
be left in the back of the Café.  No TVs, computers, outdated 
electrical items or Christmas trees.    
 
Plastic and paper bags and clothing racks for the sale can also 
be left in the Café.  For pickups or questions, please call Deb-
bie Doyle at 724-1072.    

 
Many hands are needed!  Please consider volunteering to help with the sale or to bake for the 
bake sale.  Baked goods will be needed for both Friday and Saturday.   
  

Friends Dinner 
The next Friends Dinner hosted by Christ the 
King will be held on Tuesday May 3 at 5:30 PM.  
The Friends Dinner is a weekly dinner for indi-
viduals with HIV and AIDS that is hosted by var-
ious churches in the community and is held at 
Trinity Memorial Episcopal Church in Bing-
hamton. 
 
The menu for the next dinner includes ham, pota-
to casserole, rolls, salad, and dessert.  There will 
be a sign-up sheet in the entrance hall, if you 
would like to contribute to the meal and/or help 
to serve the dinner.  If you have questions, con-
tact Angie Crawford (727-6497), Kelli Cruise 
(349-8557), or Carol Strano (725-6635). 

 
Celebrate May and help our work campers with a visit to Sweet Frog.  Stop by the 
store at 46 South Washington Street in Binghamton any time between Sunday, May 
8 and Saturday, May 14.  Present a flyer and a portion of your purchase will help 
send our young people to work camp this summer.  Pick up your flyer today! 
 


